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WE ARE CALLED TO FRIENDSHIP

Let us remember that we are in the most holy presence of God.
Opening Prayer
Lord, open our lips
- that we may speak your words.
Lord, open our eyes
- that we may discover your presence in our midst
Lord, open our hearts
- that we may know your love
Lord, open our hands
- that we may receive your gifts and more readily share of ourselves
with those to whom you send us

“To discern our personal vocation, we have to realise that it is a
calling from a friend, who is Jesus. When we give something to our
friends, we give them the best we have. It will not necessarily be what
is most expensive or hard to obtain, but what we know will make
them happy,” Pope Francis, Christus Vivit (“Christ Lives”)
(Pause for silent reflection) A friend loves at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)
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Reading 1:
There’s always room for one more. Whether your life is overflowing with
people, or your day-to-day existence is pretty lonely, there’s room for
another real friend. Most of us have more obligations than time—but
the truth is most of us haven’t mastered managing our priorities. It’s not
easy, but if you want to spend time on a relationship, chances are there is
something you can change or remove to make room for it… It’s worth the
potential sacrifices. (Kelly O’Dell Stanley, https://bit.ly/3nDntX0)
(Pause for silent reflection) “This is my commandment: Love each other in
the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command…
Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told
me.” (John 15:12-15)
Reading 2:
What is a hero? A hero is a person who takes action to help people.
That is what the Holy Spirit calls us to do. When the Spirit descended on
Mary after the angel Gabriel told her she was to be the mother of Jesus,
what did she do? She took action. She packed her things and journeyed
to her cousin Elizabeth. To do what? To serve her. When the Holy Spirit
descended on Jesus after his baptism by John, what did he do? He took
action and did what? He began his ministry and began serving. When
the Spirit descended on the apostles at Pentecost, what did they do?
They relinquished fear and began serving the people. Not just one group
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of people but all people, of all nations. We too are called to serve, to not
be afraid. With the Holy Spirit already dwelling in us, there is no time to
waste. We need to take action now and assist those around us, whether
it’s family member, a friend, a co-worker, a stranger on the street, our
environment, our nation, or our world. (Gary Jansen, The 15-Minute
Prayer Solution)
(Pause for silent reflection) “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive.” (Colossians 3:12-13)

PRAYERS OF PETITION: Therese Vanier
That oppressed people and those who oppress them, may free each
other. That those who are handicapped and those who think they are not,
may help each other.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
That those who need someone to listen may touch the hearts of those
who are too busy. That the homeless may bring joy to those who open
their doors reluctantly.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
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That the poor may melt the hearts of the rich.The seekers for truth give
life to those who are satisfied they have found it.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
That the dying who do not want to die may be comforted by those who
find it hard to live. That the unloved be allowed to unlock the hearts of
those who cannot love.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
That prisoners may find true freedom and liberate others from fear. That
those who sleep in the streets share their gentleness with those who
cannot understand them.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
That the hungry tear the veil from the eyes of those who do not hunger
after justice.That those who live without hope cleanse the hearts of their
brothers and sisters who are afraid to live.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
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That the weak confound be strong, and save them. That violence be
overtaken by compassion. That violence be absorbed by men and women
of peace. That we may all be healed.
- These things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us your grace to
work for.
Our Father
The Grail Prayer
Lord Jesus, I give you my hands - to do your work.
I give you my feet - to go your way.
I give you my eyes - to see as you do.
I give you my tongue - to speak your words.
I give you my mind - that you may think in me.
I give you my spirit - that you may pray in me.
Above all, I give you my heart - that you may love, in me, your Father and
all mankind.
I give you my whole self - that you may grow in me so that it is you, Lord
Jesus, who live and work and pray in me. Amen.
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