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Brother James Michael Mahon FSC 

Born 25 January 1928 
Son of James Peter and Bridget Mary Mahon 

Loved brother of Denis (deceased) 

Reception of the Habit:  5 February 1944 
First Profession:  January 1945 

Perpetual Profession:  14 January 1954 

Entered Eternal Life 27 March 2021 

Community and Ministry Appointments 

   Bathurst     1946 -1949 
   Ashfield     1950 
   Surry Hills     1951 - 1952 
   Ashfield     1953 
   Katoomba    1954 - 1965 
   Ashfield     1966 - 1972 
   Bankstown    1973 - 1975 
   Kensington    1976 - 1978 
   Castle Hill    1979 - 1982 
   Bankstown    1983 - 1987 
   Kingsford     1988 - 1992 
   Castle Hill    1993 - 2003 
   Hinchinbrook    2004 - 2005 
   Kensington    2006 - 2010 
   Karlaminda    2011 - 2016 
   St Joseph’s Nursing Home 2016      
         



Welcome 
Br David Hawke FSC Visitor 

GATHERING HYMN 

Here I Am, Lord 

Dan Schutte 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them, 
My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 



Introductory Rites 
Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
And with your spirit. 

Fr Peter: In 1944, Brother James was received into the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools.  In all the years since then, he has given life to the 
community through his fidelity to God, his commitment to his Brothers 
and his service to God’s people. 

We welcome him for the last time to this sacred place of worship.   
We reverence his body in gratitude for his many years among us. 

Reverencing the Body 

Fr Peter: In the waters of Baptism, Brother James died with Christ and 
rose with him to new life.  May he now share with him eternal glory.  
Amen. 

Sprinkling of the coffin with holy water. 

Placing of the Pall 

Fr Peter: Soon after his birth in 1928, James was brought by his parents 
to the Church for Baptism.  His life in Christ was symbolised then by the 
baptismal robe.  We remember this now with the Pall, which symbolises 
his new life forever with the Risen Christ. 



Placing of the Symbols 

Br David: As we gather to commend Brother James to our God of love, 
we place on his coffin some symbols of his life of fidelity and service. 

The Crucifix 
We place the crucifix on his coffin, a sign of both his deep faith and of 
the suffering that he experienced during the journey of his life. 

The Rule 
As a young man, James chose to ratify his Baptism by living as a De La 
Salle Brother.  This copy of the Brothers’ Rule of Life represents his 
seventy-seven years as a member of the Institute, during which time he 
generously served God’s people through his ministry of education. 

Prayer Book and Rosary Beads 
A precious aspect of Brother James’ life was his devotion to prayer.  He 
prayed daily seeking God in his own experiences and bringing to God 
all those he loved and for whom he had special care. 

May Brother James be welcomed into the company of those whom he 
loved and taught, and all those who were touched by his life. 
Amen. 

Words of Remembrance 
Br Gerard Rummery FSC  
Cathy Robinson  



Collect 

God of blessings, source of all holiness, the voice of your Spirit has 
drawn countless men and women to follow Jesus Christ and to bind 
themselves to you with ready will and loving heart.  Look with mercy on 
our brother James who sought to fulfil his vows to you and grant him 
the reward promised to all good and faithful servants.  May he rejoice 
in the company of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and all the Saints, and 
with them praise you forever.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 
READING 

Br Paul Rogers FSC 

2  Cor 4:7-15 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.  For while we live, 
we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 
of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.  So death is at work in 
us, but life in you. 
 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance 
with scripture - “I believed, and so I spoke” - we also believe, and so 
we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus 
will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.  
Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more 
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord’s My Shepherd 

Traditional 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; he leadeth me 

The quiet waters by. 

My soul he doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 
E’en for his own name sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill: 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 
And staff my comfort still. 

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 

My head thou dost with oil anoint 
And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord;  
inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the 
world. 
Alleluia! 



GOSPEL 

Matt 11:25-30 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
you souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Fr Peter: Loving God, we gather to celebrate the life and death of our 
brother James, remembering that you invite us to present our prayers 
and needs to you. 

Wendy Fountain, Br Declan Thompson FSC 

We pray for Brother James.  May God reward him with peace and joy 
for his life of love and witness, for his deep faith and loyalty to the 
Church and for the support and friendship he gave to others.  With 
faith we pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

We pray for Brother James’ sister-in-law, Judy, his nephews, Vincent 
and Anthony, nieces, Cathy and Wendy, and for his relatives and 
friends.  May they be comforted in their sorrow by the Lord who 
brought consolation and peace to so many during his life on earth.  
With faith we pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 



 









We pray in thanksgiving for all who cared for Brother James at Saint 
Joseph’s Nursing Home.  We pray that God will reward each of them 
for their love, generosity and care.  With faith we pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Brother James touched the lives of many people in the various spheres 
of his life - as Brother, teacher, mentor and friend.  May we be inspired 
to live the values of the Gospel as exemplified by him.  With faith we 
pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

We pray for the De La Salle Brothers.  May Mary, Queen and Mother of 
the Christian Schools and Saint John Baptist de La Salle continue to 
guide the Brothers in their lives.  With faith we pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

We pray for the deceased members of Brother James’ family, in 
particular his parents, James and Bridget, his brother, Denis, and the 
deceased members of the De La Salle Brothers.  May they receive the 
crown of eternal life.  With faith we pray. 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Fr Peter: Lord God, giver of peace and healer of souls, hear the prayers 
of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the voices of your sorrowing 
people, whose lives were purchased by the blood of the Lamb.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Prayer over the Offerings 

Look favourably on our offerings, O Lord, so that your departed servant 
James may be taken up into glory with your Son, in whose great 
mystery of love we are all united.  We make our prayer through Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 



Sanctus 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Mystery of Faith 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 

Communion Rite 
The Our Father 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

COMMUNION HYMN 

We Walk By Fatih 

Marty Haugen 
We walk by faith, and not by sight: 

No gracious words we hear 
Of him who spoke as none e’er spoke 

Yet we believe him near. 



We may not touch his hands and side, 
Nor follow where he trod;  

Yet in his promise we rejoice 
And cry “My Lord and God!” 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, 
And may our faith abound 

To call on you when you are near, 
And seek where you are found. 

That when our life of faith is done 
In realms of clearer light 

We may behold you as you are 
In full and endless light. 

Prayer after Communion 

Lord God, whose Son left us, in the Sacrament of his Body, food for the 
journey, mercifully grant that, strengthened by it, our brother James 
may come to the eternal banquet of Christ.  Who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Final Commendation 
Our brother James has fallen asleep in Christ.  Confident in our hope of 
eternal life, let us commend him to the loving mercy of God and let 
our prayers go with him.  He was adopted as God’s son in Baptism and 
was nourished at the table of the Lord; may he now inherit the promise 
of eternal life and take his place at the table of the blessed in heaven. 

Let us pray on our own behalf, that we who now mourn and are 
saddened, may one day go forth with our brother to meet the Lord of 
life when he appears in glory. 

All are invited to pray in silence as the coffin is sprinkled with holy water 
and incensed. 



Prayer of Farewell 

Saints of God, come to his aid. 
Come to meet him, angels of the Lord! 
Receive his soul and present him to God, the Most High. 

May Christ who called you, take you to himself. 
May angels lead you to Abraham’s side. 
Receive his soul and present him to God, the Most High. 

Give him eternal rest, O Lord. 
And may your light shine on him forever. 
Receive his soul and present him to God, the Most High.  

Prayer of Commendation 

Into your hands, God of mercies, we commend our brother James in 
the sure and certain hope that, together with all who have died with 
Christ, he will rise with him on the last day. 

We give you thanks for the blessings which you bestowed upon James 
in this life: they are signs to us of your goodness and of our fellowship 
with the saints in Christ. 

Merciful Lord, turn towards us and listen to our prayers: open the gates 
of paradise to your servant James and help us who remain to comfort 
one another with assurances of faith, until we all meet in Christ and are 
with you and our brother James, for ever. 

In peace, let us take our brother to his place of rest.  May the angels 
lead you into paradise; may the martyrs come to welcome you and 
take you to the holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Strong and Constant 

Frank Andersen MSC 
I will be your God who walks with you! 

You will be always within my hand! 
Take your heart and give it all to me! 



Strong and constant is my love! 
Strong and constant is my love! 

Should you wander far away from me 
I will search for you in every land! 

Should you call, then you will truly know. 
Strong and constant is my love! 
Strong and constant is my love! 

When you know sorrow within your life, 
I will come I will embrace your heart! 

Through your pain you will discover me! 
Strong and constant is my love! 
Strong and constant is my love! 

At the Graveside 
Invitation to Prayer 

We are gathered today in this sacred place, the final resting place for 
many of the Brothers.  It was fitting that on the first Easter morning in a 
place similar to this that news of Jesus’ Resurrection was first heard.  As 
we come today to place the body of our brother James in this grave, 
may you, loving God, in your goodness open our minds and hearts so 
that we may believe in the good news of Christ’s triumph over death. 

Prayer over the Place of Committal 

God of mercy and compassion, bless this grave in which we place the 
body of our beloved brother James.  May your angels watch over it 
and through the victory of Jesus over death, make it a place of hope.  
Welcome Brother James into your presence and may he rejoice in you 
with your saints forever.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

The grave and coffin are sprinkled with holy water. 



Prayer of Committal 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty God our brother James, 
and we commit his body to its resting place: earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust.  The Lord bless him and keep him, the Lord make 
his face to shine upon him and be gracious to him, the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon him and give him peace. 

As the coffin is being lowered into the grave, the Salve Regina is sung. 

Salve Regina 

Salve Regina, mater misericordiae,  
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus exsules filii Hevae. 

Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle. 

Eia, ergo, Advocata nostra, 
illos tuos misericordes oculus ad nos converte. 

Et Iesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, 
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 

O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 



Concluding Prayer 

God of all consolation, grant that the light of faith may guide our 
earthly journey, so that we may reach the joys you have prepared for 
us which are beyond our imagining.  We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

Eternal rest grant unto Brother James, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May Brother James rest in peace. 
Amen. 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

May the love of God and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ bless and 
console us and gently wipe every tear from our eyes: in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 

Mary, Queen and Mother of the Christian Schools. 
Pray for us. 

Saint John Baptist de La Salle. 
Pray for us. 

Live Jesus in our hearts! 
Forever! 




