
 
 
 

Communication No. 32 

"Dear Lasallians, 

Sixty years ago, with great courage and enthusiasm, 
I began my educational apostolate and, from that 
first moment, it was my responsibility to work along-
side and "with" lay teachers. I had great empathy 
with them. The Second Vatican Council came and I 
devoured the texts. I was impressed by "Perfectae 
Caritatis" and "Gaudium et Spes." After the Council, 
our General Chapter of 1966-7 and the text "Declara-
tion of the Brother in the World Today" followed. 
Everything nourished my spirit and affirmed me in 
what I would later live in Signum Fidei, in Shared Mis-
sion, the Lasallian Family and today, and Association. 

Five moments from my sixty years of educational 
ministry: 1- In the school as student coordinator and 
director of communities and schools. 2- My service 
to the former District of Medellín as a Visitor for 8 
years. 3- My experience as President of RELAL (Latin American Lasallian Region) and my participation in the 
General Chapter of 1987. 4- My service to the private Catholic education of my country Colombia, as President 
of the Confederation of Catholic Schools for 4 years, and 5- My participation in the CIL of Rome 1968 and in 
the CEL of Madrid 2004. 

Throughout this itinerary I was linked to the lay teachers, but in a special way as: founder and animator of 
FLACE (Lasallian Formation for Animators of Educational Communities). A group of  Lasallians who later took 
on the animation of some of the schools in the District. As Orientation-Advisor of ALDEA (Lasallian Association 
of Former Students) that together with the Brothers animated the Lasallian University of Medellín. In addition, 
I write articles, give conferences and participate in the MEL (Lasallian Educational Mission) of the Medellín 
Sector. 

In my current Lasallian District 
Norandino, with five years of foundation 
and integrated by the old Districts of Ec-
uador, Medellin and Venezuela, we are 
taking the first steps to give life to  ASSO-
CIATION with all the rich experiences that 
we have lived as Districts. It has not been 
easy, but "everything has a beginning” 
The most important thing is to verify that 
we are moving towards... The point of ar-
rival we leave in the hands of God. 

CONTEXT 

From the beginning of the quarantine, I 
set out to reach the homes of the Lasallian teachers and employees who work in the Norandino Lasallian Dis-
trict, made up of the Lasallian educational works of Ecuador, Venezuela and the Metropolitan Area of Medellín, 
the Atlantic Coast and the Pacific Coast, with a message entitled LASALLIST REFLECTION1. They are educational 

                                                           
1 https://lasallecontigoencasa.org/reflexion-del-dia 
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works of Preschool, Primary, Secondary (including High School), with Directors, Administrators, Teachers and 
General Service Employees. At the request of some parents, who have been aware of these messages since 
June, I began sending a Message to Lasallian parents. 

WHAT IS IT? 

Each week a PASTORAL AND COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT message of encouragement is sent by email through 
our internal communication system to support the pandemic days spent by Lasallians voluntarily confined to 
their homes. They are reflections of accompaniment, of closeness, of invitation to prayer, to participate in the 
virtual Eucharists on Sundays, and meaning of the special celebrations. These are themes to be shared with 
the family and with the students in a virtual way. Attached to the message are some elements that serve as an 
"active pause" to be worked on with the students during the pauses that they program in the virtual academic 
activities. 

IMPACT 

LASALLIST REFLECTION is received: 2,500 
Teachers, 738 Directors and Administra-
tors, 460 General Service Employees, for 
a total of 3,698 persons, including the 86 
Brothers of the Lasallian Community and 
15,184 parents. For a total of 18,882. 
These messages are replicated by the Rec-
tors and Coordinators of the Schools, for 
their daily and/or weekly virtual reflec-
tions with the teachers. Of each Reflec-
tion that the Educators receive, there are 
always three or four that send messages 
of gratitude and recognition for the spir-
itual accompaniment.  

What I have learned: 

PERSONALLY this work has been for me a spiritual learning that, in 60 years of educational ministry, I had never 
employed and it seems to me simply special and significant. For the teachers, as I have been told, it has been 
a kind of oasis in the midst of the tedium, weariness and expectation that this experience of confinement 
entails. For the parents, it is a sign of the presence of the educational community in the heart of the home. For 
employees, it is a way to stay in touch with their leaders who remind them of their teleworking commitments. 
And for the students it is a reminder of the Daily Lasallian Reflection that is practiced in all Lasallian schools.  

Brother Alvaro Llano Ruiz. 

 

 

 

 


