
Dear Brothers,

Pope Francis has named 25 July as the First World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly. While several of our younger 
Brothers may honour their grandparents on that day, we can all 
honour our elderly Brothers. The theme chosen by the Pope for 
the inaugural commemoration is “I am with you always”
Mt 28:30).

Recalling the words of the Prophet Joel, “Your old men shall 
dream dreams, and  your young men will have visions” (Joel 3:1), 
Pope Francis said that the future of the world depends on the
covenant between young and old because “who, if not the 
young, can take the dreams of the elderly, and make them come 
true?” (www.vaticannews.va/en/news/2021-06).

In announcing this event Pope Francis spoke also of the vocation of the elderly mentioning that 
there is no retirement from the work of proclaiming the Gospel. This led me to take a closer look at 
our Rule where six articles refer specifically to the elderly. “Inspired by the example of their Founder, 
elderly Brothers are aware they have begun a new stage in life. The Lord calls them to participate gladly 
and in a new way in the mission of the Institute” (Rule 65.2).
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Some of our elderly Brothers are engaged in ministry across the District while others live Rule 65.2 
daily within the community where “the witness of a consecrated life lived in community is a sign and 
an instrument of God’s plan” (Rule # 15). We are reminded that “age or infirmity can oblige the
Brothers to reduce the pace of their active life” (Rule 18.3) In communities where elderly Brothers
reside that spirit of service which has been with them their entire lives is expressed daily in the acts 
of kindness and generosity, they extend to each other and by the responsibilities mentioned in the 
Community Annual Programme whether it be even the small tasks like stacking and
emptying the dishwasher, looking after the chapel, doing the shopping, putting out the garbage, 
helping another with his laundry, leading the community prayer etc.  Yes, it is ok for the Brothers to 
“reduce the pace of their active life.”

When I visit elderly Brothers’ communities, the Brothers remind me often that they pray for the 
intentions of the District and for the Visitor. Their ministry of intercessory prayer individually and 
communally is appreciated and certainly needed.

The final chapter of our Rule “Brothers Today” is very rich. Article 156 offers several reasons for the 
Brothers to give thanks, one of which reads; “They rejoice at the fidelity of their older Brothers who 
have an unfailing love of the Institute.”  Let us especially on 25th July, reminded by Pope Francis,
honour our elderly Brothers, pray for them, and express our appreciation for their magnificent
contribution in the District down through the years and recognise that their ministry of presence 
today is valued.

Yours fraternally,

David Hawke FSC
Visitor.


