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BR. GREGORY THOMAS LIM FSC † 
1924 February 03 - 2021 January 18

With faith in the resurrection, the Lasallian East Asia District (LEAD) announces the passing of Br. Gregory 
Thomas Lim FSC on the afternoon of 18 January 2021 at Singapore. He was 96 years old and a De La Salle 
Brother for 77 years.
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Bro Gregory Thomas, aged 96, came from a devout 
Catholic family of 4 brothers, of whom one was a 
twin brother and 4 sisters.  Three of his sisters 
joined religious congregations, two of whom are 
Canossian Sisters and one, a Little Sister of the 
Poor.  His formation was in St Joseph’s College, 
Pulau Tikus, Penang during the 2nd World War. After 
the war, he was posted to Noah’s Ark, a primary 
school and then to St Xavier’s Branch School for a 
few years and then to St Xavier’s Institution until 
1954. After this stint in Penang, he was transferred 
to St Michael’s School in Singapore for 6 years and 
later to La Salle Primary School in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong where he later became the Headmaster for a 
few years. 

He then pursued some studies in De La Salle 
University, Manila, Philippines after which he 
returned to Hong Kong and taught in St Joseph’s 
College for many years. He returned to Singapore in 
1969 and taught at St Joseph’s Institution and St 
Patrick’s School. He retired in 1984 but continued 
teaching Moral Instruction and Bible 
Knowledge for several years at SJI 
as well as taking charge of the 
Legion of Mary in St Patrick’s 
School and at SJI. After that he 
volunteered to go to Japan to teach 
English in Kagoshima and later to 
Papua New Guinea to teach English 
to the postulants and novices there 
for 2 years. He returned to 
Singapore where he retired at St 
Patrick’s Community. Late last year 
in 2020, he had to be hospitalized, 
after which he was cared for by the 
Canossian Sis ters at the St 
Joseph’s Home. He passed away 
peacefully on 18 January 2021. 
(Text: Br. Nicholas Seet FSC; 
Photos: Br. Nicholas Seet FSC & 
Br. Paul Mata FSC)
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RELIGIOUS CONSECRATION
Holy Habit & Novitiate 1942 October 6, Penang
First Vows 1943 October 7, Penang
Triennial Vows 1946, Ipoh
Perpetual Vows 1949 August 28, Penang

TOUR OF DUTY
DATE ASSIGNMENT POSITION HELD
1944-1948 St. Xavier’s Branch School, Penang, Malaysia Teacher
1949-1954 St. Xavier’s Institution, Penang, Malaysia Teacher
1955-1950 St. Michael’s School, Singapore Teacher
1961-1963 La Salle Primary School, Kowloon, Hong Kong Teacher
1964 La Salle Primary School, Kowloon, Hong Kong Headmaster
1965-1966 De La Salle College, Manila, Philippines Studies
1967-1969 St. Joseph’s College, Hong Kong Teacher
1970-1971 St. Joseph’s Institution, Singapore Teacher
1973-1980 La Salle High School, Japan Teacher
1981-1990 St. Patrick’s School, Singapore Teacher

St. Joseph’s Institution, Singapore
1991-1992 Dunbar Walk Community Director
1993-1995 De La Salle Novitiate, Papua New Guinea Teacher
1996-2021 St. Patrick’s Community, Singapore Retired
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Eternal rest grant unto Gregory, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon him.

And may the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

www.lasalle-lead.org

http://www.lasalle-lead.org


   ISSUE No. 352  •  of 6 6

“O God, by whose favor your servant, Brother Gregory, was called to the religious life and who witnessed to 
the message of salvation by his dedication to Christian education, grant that he may be admitted to your 
eternal friendship with those who have likewise zealously labored in Your Vineyard. We ask this through 

Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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I feel indebted to the Lord for his 
goodness and tender love all these years 
of my life. !e secret is trying to live in 

peace and harmony with my fellow men and 
myself. Be happy and contented with your 
life. It is also very important to pray for 
good health. 

My family was made up of ten 
members—my father, my mother, four 
brothers and four sisters. We lived in the 
city in our early years. Later, we moved into 
our country bungalow at Highland Road in 
the Serangoon District. We lived happily in 
our new environment. As the years passed 

by, my sisters left home, one by one, to 
join the religious life. Two sisters joined the 
Canossian Sisters, one join Les Petites Soeurs 
des Pauvre. 

One day after the school annual retreat 
I heard the call of God to dedicated my life 
to Him in the religious life. It was about 
the "nal year of my secondary education. 
Anyway, I decided to o#er myself to the 
good Lord. I wanted to be a De La Salle 
Brother. When I was in school that morning 
I [steeled] myself to visit the Brother 
Principal’s o$ce. !at was Rev. Br. Canice. 
I told him that I wanted to be a Brother. 

He must have been shocked to hear the 
good news. He told me that Mr. Balhachet 
was a [former] La Salle Brother but he did 
not persevere. I was so surprised as Mr. 
Balhachet was my History teacher in St. 
Anthony’s Boys’ School. Well, the Director 
did not hesitate to send me to the  
St. Joseph’s Training College at Pulau 
Tikus in the beautiful island of Penang. 
I succeeded to go through the juniorate, 
postulancy, novitiate and scholasticate 
successfully. Finally, I was a full-%edged 
Brother for my Mission.

I started teaching in the Primary School 
in Noah’s Ark at Palau Tikus. !en I was 
given a class in St. Xavier’s Branch School. 
I did not stay very long as I was transferred 
to St. Xavier’s Institution in the city. In the 
course of time, I met many Brothers from 
di#erent parts of Malaysia. !ey visited 
Penang during the school hoildays or for 
the District Annual Retreat. In the course 
of time, I came to know many Brothers. Br. 
Casimir caught my attention. I seemed to 
like him. He was so cheerful and kind. His 
motto was “Be Happy”. 

After staying in Penang for about ten 
years I needed a change. As there was a 
vacancy in Singapore at that time, the 
Brother Visitor sent me [there] to teach in 
St. Michael’s school. I spent six happy years 
teaching Primary Six, the graduating class. 
Many of these past students [are] doing well 
in life. I am sure many of them have retired 
by this time. 

Next, I applied to teach in Hong Kong, 
as there was a vacancy in La Salle Primary 
School in Kowloon. I had an interesting 
life in the La Salle College community. 
Br. Henry Pang, Br. Anthony Cheung and 
myself were frequently invited out by friends 
and relatives of Br. Anthony. When the 
afternoon Headmaster passed away, I was 
appointed to take his post. !is assignment 
lasted for three years.

!en I applied for study leave in La Salle 
College, Philippines for an M.A. degree in 
Guidance and Counselling, which I did not 
complete due to some misunderstanding 
with the director of the community. I 
returned to Hong Kong where I was 

Brother Gregory Lim
INTERVIEW BY: BR. ARIAN LOPEZ
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transferred to St. Joseph’s College. 
I was given quite a number of 
community assignments. I taught 
lower Secondary classes where 
there were many foreign students 
as the local teachers found them 
di$cult to control. After working 
in Hong Kong for about ten years, 
I returned to Singapore where I 
taught many years until it was 
time for a change. I volunteered 
to teach English in Japan. I was 
accepted and I was sent to La Salle 
High School in Kagoshima. It is a 
prestigious school and I was there 
for only a year. 

I returned to Singapore where I 
continued to teach in St. Joseph’s 
Institution until I retired in 1984. 
I still continued to teach Ethics 
and B.K. in St. Joseph’s Institution. 
After a while I decided to leave 
the school and I met the Visitor of 
Australia on his visit to Singapore. 
I asked him if I could be of any 
use in Papua New Guinea. !e 
postulants and novices needed 
English tuition. I decided to help 
them and so I was on my way to 
there. After spending some time 
in the Brothers’ Community I 
was transferred to the Novitiate 
to start teaching English. Life in 
Papua New Guinea was not so rosy 
but I managed to stay there for 

two years. After my return to 
Singapore, I was told that all 
the candidates in the Papaua 
New Guinea novitiate had left 
the Brotherhood.

I am very happy that some 
of the students I taught in St. 
Joseph’s Institution, St. Patrick’s 
School and even St. Michael’s 
School are Brothers and priests 
in the various parishes in 
Singapore. 

I hope to be of service 
to the Institute by o#ering 
humble service to teach 
English lessons to the !ais 
who wish to become La Salle 
Brothers. Good examples are 
most e#ective in fostering 
vocations. Young Brothers who 
are in schools can invite the 

students to interact with the 
elderly Brothers. !is may be an 
interesting way of getting them 
interested in the Brother’s life.

I am the oldest Brother in 
LEAD. I want to enjoy life to 
the full. Everyday I spend some 
time in prayer. I love to say 
many rosaries everyday without 
fail; I read spiritual books. 
I have a liking for Chinese, 
Taiwanes and Korean movies on 
TV. !e stories are intriguing. 
I also like to play mahjong on 
the computer because it keeps 
my brain working. Time passes 
very fast everyday. God willing I 
hope to celebrate my Centenary 
Anniversary in 2024. 

All the best, Brothers, and 
God bless.
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T W E N T Y E L E V E N  SINGAPORE

A LIFE BEING WELL LIVED
e was born nearly a century ago with the name Paul Lim Kiah 

Chye in Singapore. He was born in a family of  eleven, his parents 
along with eight siblings—four brothers and four sisters. They 
lived along Highland Road in the Serangoon district. As the years 
passed by, his sisters would join the religious life. Two would join 
the Canossian Sisters and one would join Les Petites Soeurs des Pauvre 

or the Little Sisters of  the Poor. Eventually, he too would find his 
calling and receive the religious name Brother Gregory Thomas 
FSC.

A student of  St. Anthony’s, a young Br. Gregory decided to live  
a religious life near the end of  his secondary education. He wanted 
to be a La Salle Brother. “When I was in school that morning  
I steeled myself  to visit the Principal’s office. That was  
Rev. Br. Canice. I told him that I wanted to be a Brother. He must 
have been shocked to hear the good news,” he recalls. He would 
make his way up north in Malaysia at the St. Joseph’s Training 
College at Pulau Tikus, Penang. 

He considers his entrance to the Brothers as fortunate. He had 
joined at the age of  15 in 1940. A little over a year later, the world 
found itself  in the middle of  war, and Singapore was not spared 
from the violence. Had he not been staying in Penang at the time, 
he still wonders if  he would be here now telling his story. 

After surviving the war, and then a full fledged Brother for the 
Mission, Br. Gregory found himself  teaching in Penang, first  
in a primary school in Noah’s Ark at Palau Tikus and then  
St. Xavier’s Branch School. “In the course of  time, I met many 
Brothers from different parts of  Malaysia. They visited Penang 
during the school hoildays or for the District Annual Retreat,”  
he shares. He would find guidance in the kind and cheerful  
Br. Casimir, whose motto in life is “Be Happy,” a motto that  
he has since adopted.

He moved from school to school, obediently following his 
assignments. After Penang, he returned to Singapore, teaching  
in St. Michael’s. He then taught in La Salle Primary School in 
Kowloon. He spent many years as an educator in Hong Kong after 
which he would move back to Singapore and a brief  stint in  
La Salle High School in Kagoshima. He would finish his tour  
at St. Joseph’s Institution (SJI), officially retiring in 1984. Despite 
retiring, he would continue to serve the Mission by teaching Ethics 
in SJI and then English in Papua New Guinea. “I hope to be of  
service to the Institute by offering humble service to teach English 
lessons,” he proudly shares.

While his story might seem typical for a Brother—moving 
around and teaching—his story illustrates the beauty of  the life  
of  an educator. At 95, the years he has spent as a teacher,  
as a Brother, one can only begin to image the number of  students 
he has encountered and, ultimately, changed. “I am very happy that 
some of  the students I taught in St. Joseph’s Institution, St. Patrick’s 
School and even St. Michael’s School are Brothers and priests in the 
various parishes in Singapore.” 

When asked what the secret is to a life well lived, he states,  
“I am the oldest Brother in LEAD. I want to enjoy life to the 
full. Everyday I spend some time in prayer. I love to say many 
rosaries everyday. I read spiritual books. I have a liking for Chinese, 
Taiwanese and Korean movies on TV. The stories are intriguing.  
I also like to play mahjong on the computer because it keeps  
my brain working.” As for the rest of  us, Br. Gregory’s past serves 
as a reminder of  what one person can accomplish through faith  
and perseverance. But his story is far from over. Despite his age,  
the enthusiasm and optimism for life never changed. “God willing,  
I hope to celebrate my Centenary Anniversary in 2024,”  
he says with a smile.  

HAs Br. Gregory Lim 
celebrates his 95th 
birthday this year,  
we look at his life 
and the lessons he 
has learned as the 

oldest Brother  
in LEAD
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T W E N T Y E L E V E N  SINGAPORE T E R C E N T E N A R Y  SINGAPORE
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