
The 20th Plenary Session of the General Council 

took place from January 26th to March 10th.  As 

expected, the session was held online. The 

pandemic does not yet allow for face-to-face 

meetings; therefore, the videoconference 

continues to be an opportunity to meet; a space to 

share reflection, to discern together and to 

continue to exercise our responsibility in the 

animation and government of the Institute. 

From Rome, Brothers Jorge Gallardo, Vicar General, 

Rafa Matas, Councillor, Antxon Andueza, Secretary 

General and Patrick Duffy as Secretary to the 

Brother Superior; from the United States, Brother 

Superior Robert Schieler and Brother Timothy 

Coldwell; from Colombia, Brother Paulo Petry; from 

Mexico, Brother Gustavo Ramirez; from Ivory Coast, 

Brother Pierre Ouattara; from the Philippines, 

Brother Ricky Laguda and from Oxford, Brother 

Aidan Kilty. 

TIME TO 
SHARE TALK
As usual, the session allocated different moments 

so that each Brother of the Council, from his 

personal program and from the mission entrusted 

to each one, could share with the others his 

personal experiences over the last few months.  

We met with CIAMEL, with the Preparatory 

Commissions for the 46th General Chapter and 

the 3rd AIMEL, and with those preparing the Young 

Lasallian Youth Meeting (ISYL) and the Young 

Brothers Assembly (IYBA). In addition, the Brother 

International Adviser reported on the 

organisational aspects of the III Assembly of the 

Signum Fidei Fraternities. We also received the 

latest information regarding the Global Compact 

on Education. In all these meetings we have been 

able to review organisational aspects and, in a 

special way, to experience the necessary 

adaptation to the reality of the pandemic which, in 

one way or another, is conditioning times and 

dynamics and leads us to look for solutions to the 

different circumstances.  



We finalised and approved the text for Lasallian Reflection 

No. 7 which is now in the process of translation and 

layout. We also approved different initiatives to 

celebrate the Year of St. Joseph as Lasallian Family, 

the temporary opening of a Novitiate in 

Mexico City and, finally, the calendar for the next session of the Council in 

June 2021.  

During this period three new Brother Visitors have been appointed: 

Br. Robert Schaefer as Visitor of DENA, Br. Carlos Castañeda as 

Visitor of Mexico North and Br. Bertram Perera as the first Visitor of 

the new District of "IndoLanka", the fruit of the union of the District 

of Colombo and the Delegation of India, which will become official 

on 15 May.  

Throughout the session we held different administrative councils 

in order to attend to various requests and needs presented by 

some Districts. In the same way, we approved the adaptation of 

Blocco D, the former community of the Guadalupana Sisters, and 

it was authorised the agreement with a congregation of Sisters who 

will occupy these premises, on a rental basis, as the Generalate of 

their congregation. 

Finally, we have continued to participate in different inter-

congregational forums such as the Fratelli Council and the Charismatic Families 

Council.  

We began Lent in the course of the session; in our times of shared prayer, we reminded 

ourselves of the need to renew our faith, hope and love on a journey of conversion to God. 

We hope that health conditions will soon allow a face-to-face meeting. 

On another front we were able to react, through our conversations, to the contributions of those 

responsible for the "Think Tank on Lasallian Spirituality", the Lasallian Digital Repository and the 

Annual Report of the Districts. The Institute's updated Statistics and various documents relating to 

budgetary and financial matters were also on the table. We would like to thank the Brother Visitors and 

the Secretaries of each District for their work. 

We had the opportunity to share with Br. Alexander González, from the Communication Service, about 

the "corporate identity manual" that is being worked on and, in a special way, with the team from La 

Salle Mexico and La Salle Noroeste Universities who have undertaken an in-depth evaluation study on 

the impact of the Tercentenary celebration at Institute level (#300LaSalle). 

We have continued to work on Brother Superior's Report to the 46th General Chapter and a forward-

looking document on Leadership and Governance. 

TIME TO 
DECIDE


