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“The more loving you are 
to the young,

the greater will be the 
effects of God’s grace.”
(Med 134.2 - on St Barnabas)
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ASSOCIATION & FRATERNITY

SEEING WITH THE EYES OF FAITH
BLESS US ON OUR JOURNEY

PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
GROWTH IN FREEDOM

SOLIDARITY & CARE
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“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 
give preference to one another in honor…”

Romans 12:10

Let us remember that we are in the most holy presence of God.

Recalling the Presence of God
(Philip Loyd ‘The Life according to St. John, 

84 Meditations’ (1936))

See yourself in the presence of God, and 
in the presence of all the angels and saints. 
Join with them in worshipping God, saying 
“Holy, holy, holy.’ Next, be silent, and 
consider that all the glory of God is love 
which streams down upon all his creation; 
so that now he is looking down upon you 
with the most intimate and loving care, and 
all those angels and saints are sharing in that 
loving regard by interceding for you.
 Finally, after allowing yourself to be 
bathed in that love, make a very simple, 
earnest and humble  petition for grace to 
understand more fully - and to respond 
more worthily to - this immense love of 
God.

•   “The work of vocations is about helping people “heal the wounds of the past, 
deconstructing the irrational or little-argued ideas with which they approach the religious, 
and prioritizing involvement in the mission before addressing religious formation. In all 
cases, bring them closer to significant experiences of spirituality, fraternity, and service.”” 
From Circular 475 “From Hope to Commitment: Understanding Lasallian Vocations” p3, 
http://delasalle.me/475

Last month, we focused on the fruit of spending more time with God: a growing desire to 
make more loving choices. This May we pray for realisation that loving is about becoming 
more and more aware of the people around us and paying more attention to their lives and 
their circumstances.
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37, New Revised Standard Version)

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 
he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said 
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You 
have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into 
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 
went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a 
priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came 
near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with 

pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then 
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day 
he took out two denarii,[b] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and 
when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do 
you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”



LASALLIAN VOCATION PRAYER
M A Y  2 0 2 1

4

For silent reflection: 
(St La Salle, Meditations for All Sundays of the Year, Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost, 65.3)

Charity is generous; this is the third quality attributed to charity by Saint Paul. Also 
by this quality, the Samaritan of the Gospel showed the goodness of his heart. Finding 
this poor man, whom bandits had robbed, covered with wounds and left half dead, he 
was so moved that after pouring oil and wine on the victim’s wounds and bandaging 
them, he put him on his own horse and brought him to an inn, where he took care of 
him for some time. When he had to leave, he made the innkeeper responsible to look 
after him with great care, gave him two silver coins, and assured him that on his return 
he would pay him for the entire expense.
 Admire the extreme charity of this good Samaritan. He was a foreigner among 
the Jews; people from his country were considered as schismatics by the Jews, and 
each hated the other. Still, this Samaritan did everything he could for the unfortunate 
traveler, whom a priest and a Levite, both Jews, had not even wanted to look at. He 
even showed a great disinterestedness in his charity, for after all he had done to help 
this poor man, he gave money to the innkeeper to care for him, and he promised him 
that when he came back, he would pay for all that he had spent on this man.
 This is also one of the conditions that Saint Paul requires for true and genuine 
charity. He wants it to be disinterested. However, it often happens, even in communities, 
that we do a service for a Brother because he has done one for us or that we refuse a 
service, or at least do not do it willingly, because something about the Brother irritates 
us: he has given us trouble, or he has irked us in some way. Oh, how human is such 
charity, how little Christian; how little does it deserve to be called generous!

St Teresa of Avila
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.
Yours are the only hands with which he can do his work.
Yours are the only feet with which he can go about doing good.
Yours are the only eye through which his compassion can shine  

forth upon a troubled world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours, and yours are the hands
With which he is to bless us now.
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Song: Your Heart Today 
(http://delasalle.me/htoday)

Where there is fear I can allay
Where there is pain I can heal
Where there are wounds I can bind
And hunger I can fill

REFRAIN:
Lord, grant me courage
Lord, grant me strength
Grant me compassion
That I may be Your heart today

Where there is hate I can confront
Where there are yokes I can release
Where there are captives I can free
And anger I can appease 

(REFRAIN)

BRIDGE:
When comes the day I dread

To see our broken world
Protect me from my cell grown cold
That Your people I may behold

Where there is fear I can allay
Where there is pain I can heal
Where there are wounds I can bind
And hunger I can fill 

(REFRAIN)

CODA:
And when I’ve done all that I could
Yet there are hearts I can not move
Lord, give me hope
That I may be Your heart today
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Prayer: 
       (Lucien Deiss)

(Each taking a phrase, and all joining in the response)

Give your bread, Lord, to those who are hungry;
Give hunger for yourself to those who have bread;
For you alone, Lord, can satisfy our desire:
O Lord, we pray to you. Come, Lord Jesus

Give your strength to those who are weak;
Give humility to those who think themselves strong;
For you alone, Lord, are our strength:
O Lord, we pray to you. Come, Lord Jesus

Give faith to those who are in doubt;
Give doubt to those who believe they possess you;
For you alone, Lord, are the truth:
O Lord, we pray to you. Come, Lord Jesus
 
Give confidence to those who are afraid;
Give  your fear to those who have too much confidence;
For you alone, Lord, support our hope:
O Lord, we pray to you. Come, Lord Jesus

Give light to those who are searching for you;
Preserve in your love those who have found you;
O Lord, we pray to you. Come, Lord Jesus

Reading: 
(Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, 138)

Develop the habit of giving real importance to the other person. This means 
appreciating them and recognizing their right to exist, to think as they do and to be 
happy. Never downplay what they say or think, even if you need to express your 
own point of view. Everyone has something to contribute, because they have 
their life experiences, they look at things from a different standpoint and they have 
their own concerns, abilities and insights. We ought to be able to acknowledge the 
other person’s truth, the value of his or her deepest concerns, and what it is that 
they are trying to communicate, however aggressively. We have to put ourselves 
in their shoes and try to peer into their hearts, to perceive their deepest concerns 
and to take them as a point of departure for further dialogue.
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Closing Prayer:
Lord, as we believe, so let us live. We pray that all who look upon us, your Christian 
community, Will be able to say in all sincerity: “See how they love one another.”

I will continue O my God to do all my actions for the love of you.

St John Baptist de la Salle. Pray for us.
Live Jesus in our hearts. Forever.


