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ASSOCIATION & FRATERNITY

SEEING WITH THE EYES OF FAITH
BLESS US ON OUR JOURNEY

PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
GROWTH IN FREEDOM

SOLIDARITY & CARE

“God looks on them with 
compassion and takes 
care of them as being 
their protector, their 

support, and their father, 
and it is to you that God 

entrusts this care.”

(Med 37.3 - Rogation Sunday)



LASALLIAN VOCATION PRAYER
J U N E  2 0 2 1

2

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom  
to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.”

Galatians 5:13

Let us remember that we are in the most holy presence of God.

Recalling the Presence of God
(Don Postema (source unknown))

Silence is an indispensable part of the spiritual life. We 
need to be quiet in the presence of God. We need to 
sense the divine Presence – not only in majestic storms, 
spectacular vistas of nature, powerful words, stirring 
music….- but also in tiny whispering sounds in gentle, 
delicate stillness. The prophet Elijah stayed still long 
enough after the noise had subsided to recognize a quiet 
sign of God’s presence. (1 King 19 10-13)

Like him, we need to be silent in order to be attuned to 
the quiet God. We often make a lot of noise; speak a lot 
of words – even to God and about God. If we would stop 
shouting ( or even talking) sometimes, we might hear a 
gentle sound of love , or simply realize that we are together 
with the God, embraced by the divine Presence. If we are 
going to aware of God, touched by God, hear God’s word, 
we need to be silent sometimes. We need to develop a place 
of solitude in hearts.

•  “The work of vocations is about helping people “heal the wounds of the past, 
deconstructing the irrational or little-argued ideas with which they approach the 
religious, and prioritizing involvement in the mission before addressing religious 
formation. In all cases, bring them closer to significant experiences of spirituality, 
fraternity, and service.”” From Circular 475 “From Hope to Commitment: 
Understanding Lasallian Vocations” p3, http://delasalle.me/475

Last month, we focused on becoming aware of the people around us and paying more 
attention to their lives and their circumstances. Now, we ask for the grace to be open to 
the inspiration of St John Baptist de la Salle and the rest of the Lasallian family and be 
moved to personally respond to the needs of the young and the poor.



LASALLIAN VOCATION PRAYER
J U N E  2 0 2 1

3

God’s Word
(Luke 4:14-20, New Revised Standard Version)

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Prayer: (each to take a paragraph) 
(Peter de Rosa ‘A Bible Prayer Book for Today’ (Fontana Collins, 1976))

Father, whenever we think ourselves as the followers of Christ, we smile a 
Sarah-like smile of incredulity. Poor Jesus, to have us for his disciples!

What can we do for him? How can we further his cause? We are such 
ordinary people with very little energy of learning, and with precious few 
talents to boast of.

Our one grain of comfort is that, from the beginning, when Christ called his 
apostles after a night of prayer, he did not pick people who were wise by any 
worldly standards; he did not pick people who were powerful.
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We are encouraged by the fact that you chose the foolish to make fools of the 
wise, the weak to make fools of the strong.

God, we thank you for choosing the little people and the lowly people, for 
choosing what is really nothing at all, so as to bring to nothing – the wise, the 
great, the strong.

Why, Lord, have you acted in such a strange way? It is so that no human 
being could possibly boast before you.

Father, you are the source of all the treasures we find hidden in Christ Jesus. 
You make him who was crucified in weakness into our wisdom, holiness and 
strength, and our release from sin. Now, Lord, if we boast, we will only boast 
you.

All: Glory be to the Father..

For silent refection: 
(Pope Francis. “Fratelli Tutti”. The Holy See, 3 October 2020)

77. Each day offers us a new opportunity, a new possibility. We should not 
expect everything from those who govern us, for that would be childish. We 
have the space we need for co-responsibility in creating and putting into 
place new processes and changes. Let us take an active part in renewing 
and supporting our troubled societies. Today we have a great opportunity 
to express our innate sense of fraternity... We need only have a pure and 
simple desire to be a people, a community, constant and tireless in the 
effort to include, integrate and lift up the fallen. We may often find ourselves 
succumbing to the mentality of the violent, the blindly ambitious, those who 
spread mistrust and lies. Others may continue to view politics or the economy 
as an arena for their own power plays. For our part, let us foster what is good 
and place ourselves at its service.
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95. Love also impels us towards universal communion. No one can mature 
or find fulfilment by withdrawing from others. By its very nature, love calls for 
growth in openness and the ability to accept others as part of a continuing 
adventure that makes every periphery converge in a greater sense of mutual 
belonging. As Jesus told us: “You are all brothers” (Mt 23:8). 

115. At a time when everything seems to disintegrate and lose consistency, it 
is good for us to appeal to the “solidity” born of the consciousness that we are 
responsible for the fragility of others as we strive to build a common future. 
Solidarity finds concrete expression in service, which can take a variety of 
forms in an effort to care for others. And service in great part means “caring 
for vulnerability, for the vulnerable members of our families, our society, our 
people”. In offering such service, individuals learn to “set aside their own 
wishes and desires, their pursuit of power, before the concrete gaze of those 
who are most vulnerable… Service always looks to their faces, touches 
their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in some cases, ‘suffers’ that 
closeness and tries to help them. Service is never ideological, for we do not 
serve ideas, we serve people”.

Reading: (each to take a section)
(Circular 447: Documents of the 43rd General Chapter)

The foundation event which links the Institute today 
to its origins is that of June 6th 1694, when John 
Baptist de La Salle and twelve of his followers came 
together to consecrate themselves for life, to the 
Christian education of poor boys. (p.2)

[It] is the source of Lasallian associations of lay 
persons and religious who wish to be part of 
the Lasallian mission. This is where new forms of 
association for the mission have their origin. (p.3)

The development of the Lasallian Mission requires 
the Institute to allow itself to be stimulated by the 
dynamism apparent among partners and associates, 

and to encourage and support collaboration among themselves and with the 
Brothers, so that all can deepen their own understanding of association, in 
the light of the observations made, the Lasallian charism and the present 
theology of the Church. (p.3)
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Response: (each to take a section)
We pray that more people will be inspired to take up a vocation inspired by 
the charism of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and his values. Lord, hear us. 
(Response: Lord hear our prayer)

We pray that people may discover a life of faith which discovers God in 
everyday life understood in the light of Scripture and, for persons of other 
religions, in the light of their own sacred texts. Lord, hear us. (Response)

We pray that our schools and associated organisations become communities 
that inspire and nurture personal responses to the needs of the last, the lost 
and least. Lord, hear us. (Response)

We pray that our students consider taking up a mission that responds to the 
educational service of the poor .Lord, hear us. (Response)

We pray that more members of the Lasallian family develop an openness of 
mind which makes it possible to see beyond themselves and their immediate 
environment. Lord, hear us. (Response)

Closing Prayer:
(C.I. Pettitt from ‘ A One Hour Service for Good Friday’)

Lord, we bring our work to your working hands.
We bring our sickness to your healing hands.
We bring our weakness to your strong hands.
We bring our sadness to your tender hands.
We bring our needs to your praying hands.
We bring our suffering to your wounded hands.
We bring our love, our families, and our children to your hands
  – outstretched to bless.
We bring our hands to share with you that Bread of Life  
 which we take from you, that we may take your sacramental presence to share  
 with others.
As we take your hands, we are to be those hands in the world today.

St John Baptist de la Salle. Pray for us.
Live Jesus in our hearts. Forever.
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Song: Your Heart Today 
(http://delasalle.me/htoday)

Where there is fear I can allay
Where there is pain I can heal
Where there are wounds I can bind
And hunger I can fill

REFRAIN:
Lord, grant me courage
Lord, grant me strength
Grant me compassion
That I may be Your heart today

Where there is hate I can confront
Where there are yokes I can release
Where there are captives I can free
And anger I can appease 

(REFRAIN)

BRIDGE:
When comes the day I dread
To see our broken world
Protect me from my cell grown cold
That Your people I may behold

Where there is fear I can allay
Where there is pain I can heal
Where there are wounds I can bind
And hunger I can fill 

(REFRAIN)

CODA:
And when I’ve done all that I could
Yet there are hearts I can not move
Lord, give me hope
That I may be Your heart today


