
 

 

25 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

On behalf of all the staff of the College I sincerely hope you are all coping as well as can be expected in 

these difficult and uncertain times. 

We are well aware of the impact the current scenario is having on our families and as always, we are 

committed to supporting you all in any way we can.  Please feel free to contact us to discuss any concerns 

you may have. 

At St Paul’s we follow the directions of our governing body, Edmund Rice Education Australia, and these 

closely align to the directions of Catholic Education South Australia.  At this point in time, such directions also 

align with the Governments, as outlined by our Prime Minister last night.  That is, St Paul’s College remains 

open.  If this changes, we will immediately inform our families.  As everyone is suggesting, parents can 

choose to keep their children at home and many of our community are doing this. 

In terms of our teaching and learning arrangements, our committed staff have been working diligently in both 

maintaining our high expectations around SEQTA, but also in preparation for a potential closure or a 

complete move to online learning.   

At this stage, given we remain open and our Teachers are full-time in front of classes, we are not yet moving 

to an exclusively ‘online learning’ mode.  Our SEQTA programs have lesson plans, and any prepared 

resources used in years 5-12 are available for parents and students to see and use.  On your behalf, I 

sincerely thank our staff for their exceptional commitment. 

On multiple fronts we continue to prepare for the possibility/probability of a closure.  All families now have 

access to three key documents in preparation for this scenario.  Please familiarise yourself with these 

important documents, available via our College website: 

• Continuity of learning in the event of school closure 

• Wellbeing Activities 

• SEQTA guides for parents 

 

These documents are available at:  https://www.stpauls.sa.edu.au/covid19.html 

At the beginning of next week (Monday 30 March 2020), we will stagger our departure times for our Junior 

Primary and Primary boys.  We will also be asking parents and caregivers to work with us when dropping 

off/picking up.  Mrs Emily Sayer (Head of Primary) will communicate these arrangements with our Primary 

families. 

As I have mentioned many times before, the St Paul’s College community is amazingly supportive.  We 

always work together in a spirit of friendship and support.  

https://www.stpauls.sa.edu.au/covid19.html


Our College maintains diligence with regards to the health and safety of everyone in the community. We 

request your on-going support and immediate notification if your son: 

• Is being tested for COVID-19 due to a suspected case. 

• Has been isolated due to being in close contact with someone who has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19. 

• Has been isolated due to being in close contact with someone who is being tested for COVID-19. 

Close contact is defined as someone who has had a least 15 minutes of face to face contact with a 

confirmed case or shared a closed space with someone for more than two hours with a confirmed 

case. 

We ask that you inform us if you intend to keep your child at home if you have not already done so. 

We have absolute confidence in our Board, our staff and our families ensuring that we will get through this 

difficult phase of our lives. 

As I mentioned previously, we understand the many and varied challenges COVID-19 will bring, not the least 

being our health or financial pressure on our families.  While we can’t provide much support on the health 

front, we certainly can from an emotional, spiritual or financial one.  Please keep in contact with us. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Paul Belton 

Principal 


