
  
 
 

  

26 May 2020 
 
Dear St Paul’s College Community 
 
In March of 2019, I wrote to our community regarding the future enrolment profile of St Paul’s College. In 
this letter, I explained that our College has written to the South Australian Commission for Catholic  
Schools (SACCS) with the support of Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA), asking for permission to 
investigate the possibility of becoming a co-educational College.  
 
While this seems some time ago, our College has since worked closely with Catholic Education South 
Australia (CESA), SACCS, and EREA who appointed national consultancy firm Findex to conduct an 
extensive demographic study of Adelaide’s inner north-eastern area that surrounds St Paul’s. While in 
communication with surrounding schools and Colleges and in addition to demography, other key 
considerations have also included financial modelling, partnerships and resources. 
 
Since the beginning of co-education considerations in March 2019, our College has also embarked on an 
extensive capital planning, building and infrastructure program. This program includes the exciting 
redevelopment of our Primary Quadrangle (nearing completion) and the Resource Centre. Additionally,       
St Paul’s has proudly partnered with Detail Studio as our Project Management Firm to develop a new 
College Master Plan, redevelop our Main Courtyard, and generate a new two-storey building that will 
replace the current senior years amenities block and overlook our extensive grounds to the Adelaide Hills. 
Subsequently, we have engaged the quality and experience of Walter Brooke as architect on these exciting 
projects. I look forward to providing ongoing updates and timelines for these projects in coming months. 
 
As promised in the March 2019 letter, and with the full support of CESA, SACCS and EREA to further 
investigate co-education at St Paul’s, we can now embark on the most important aspect of our due 
diligence: consulting with key stakeholders in our College community and broader communities. 
 
In the next day, you will receive a link to a short survey from an independent consultancy firm Michael 
Elphick and Associates, which will be emailed to you under the name Michael Elphick using a survey tool 
named ‘Survey Monkey’. It is essential that I alert you to this survey given its significance in the life of our 
College and the importance of your voice in such deliberations. Please take the time to respond carefully, 
honestly, and promptly. Where you do not receive the survey in the next 24 hours, please check all email 
inboxes and contact our College to gain access to the survey. 
 
Current and prospective families, staff, old scholars, and students in Years 5-12 will individually receive a 
survey, while a survey will also be made available to the broader community. 
 
Should our College commit to co-education as a result of these surveys, the information gained will inform a 
series of further and more detailed consultation with key stakeholders, given the significance of such an 
adjustment to our enrolment profile. 
 
I acknowledge that this further investigation into the possibility of co-education at St Paul’s College raises 
varying emotions throughout our community. It is therefore crucial that all members of our community 
engage in this round of surveys openly and respectfully, with a commitment from our College to remain 
transparent. 
 
Thank you in advance for your valuable feedback that will enable our College to continue operating in the 
best interest of our community. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Paul Belton 
Principal 
 
 


