
  

 

Welcome to the May update of the Gosford Erina Business Chamber. Your local chamber.  

 

I'd like to start off this month by saying thank you. Thank you to the businesses who have 

worked hard and accessed whatever resources were necessary to survive. The current climate 

has made it challenging for anyone in business right now but in the true Australian spirit 

many of you have adjusted your business model and adapted to the needs of your 

customers.  

 

Right now, restaurants, cafes and bars are capped to a maximum of 10 people in house. We 

need customers to be considering when they order their cup of coffee or buy their milkshake 

if they need to sit in and occupy a table which may prevent somebody else from coming in 

and buying a meal. Whilst I’d hate to sound like it's all about revenue …it is all about 

revenue. We know businesses need to make money to survive. The cost of doing business 

has not gone away. Rental costs along with staff wages and business overheads have not 

declined and businesses need to make money to be able to pay these things. Now is where 

we need customer behaviour to be adjusted. It's still very much about survival.  

 

The Chamber this month held its first online Zoom meeting. CEO of Central Coast Council 

Gary Murphy addressed the Chamber on the recovery efforts of Council post COVID-19 as 

well as an update on the Central Coast Taskforce. We were also fortunate to have Blake 

Zibara of Happy Hippo Media offering marketing concepts and suggestions with some free 

tools for businesses which may assist during this challenging time. For those who were not 

able to attend, copies of the presentation are available on the Chamber’s website.  

 

Our next few events are presently being prepared. Coming up in June we have an online 

Zoom event with speakers from Macarthur Projects. This is the team who are developing the 

former Union Hotel site on the Corner of Donnison and Mann Street with a multi-million-

dollar major development and investment in Gosford. In July, we have secured Adam Crouch 

MP – Parliamentary Secretary for the Central Coast and State Member for Terrigal as our key 

speaker and we have a list of speakers we have engaged with after these for 2020. 

 

Our latest initiative, the bigger backyard programme is an opportunity for businesses to 

consider whether they can do business with other local businesses. Supporting local business 

and growing our own economy is vital. This is a business to business program in the first 

instance where local businesses work with each other. There is NO COST to register and be 

involved. Visit https://biggerbackyard.ingoodcompanycentralcoast.com.au/ for details.  

 

Our team have still been active in our representations for the area. We have attended CBD 

Waterfront Advisory Committee meetings, Security, Rangers, Police (SCRAP) meetings, 

attended briefings on the development update for Leagues Club Park and commenced re-

engagement with the Traffic Committee.  

Presidents Report  
May 2020 

https://www.gebc.com.au/blog.html
https://biggerbackyard.ingoodcompanycentralcoast.com.au/


We have had discussions with local, state and federal elected members and worked with 

them on concepts and ideas to re-engage and reopen the Central Coast and a lot more is yet 

to be done.  

 

We have written to stakeholders in relation to the education precinct offered under the State 

Election in 2019 and received some updates. We are now engaging further with these 

stakeholders to allow advocacy on this matter to be progressed.  

 

The Chamber is awaiting the release of the Parking Strategy for Gosford. This is due to be 

taken to Council and then should have public exhibition and feedback provisions provided. 

We have commenced preparation of information for our submission. If what we are hearing 

is correct, then we do have some concerns.  

 

So, while the way we do things has changed somewhat, what we do has not. We are here. 

We are active for the area and we are working for you. Be sure to contact us for any matters 

you may require advocacy, advice and assistance with.  

 

Until next time, we wish you all business success. 

 

 

Regards  

Rod Dever  
Chamber President.   
 
 


