
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS AT END OF YEAR MASS ON 13 DECEMBER 2022 
 
 
Good morning everyone 
  
Firstly, thank you Fr Shibu and Br Blake for another beautiful liturgical celebration. Our Catholic 
tradition provides such grounding for us. A space for celebration and also reflection. Thank you to the 
Salisbury Parish for your continued support and partnership.  
 
As we farewell Br Blake, I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you. Br Blake, you have been 
such an inspirational presence in our school and community over the past year. We wish you well as 
you continue your studies and journey toward ordination. 
   
I love having the opportunity to speak at our end of year Mass. It is a blessing and a privilege to do so. 
A blessing as I have the chance to highlight so many incredible things that have happened across the 
year. A privilege to lead this incredible school and community. In this time of reflection and gratitude, I 
am continually in awe of our school – the students, staff and community that make St Augustine’s the 
place it is.  
  
This has been a year of many stages and parts. When I look back, it seems like many years rolled into 
one. We have moved between restrictions, through different modes of learning at school and home 
and continually adjusted to changes and advice. It is easy to forget this as we have returned to a “new 
normal” as the year progressed.  
 
I am an optimist and can see the positives in everything. At the same time, I think it is important to 
acknowledge just how difficult things have been at certain points in time.  The extraordinary effort and 
resilience I have witnessed in order to keep things running as smoothly as possible has been 
astounding.   
 
I am so proud of our school and who we are. We are inclusive of all. We strive for excellence, and we 
prove time and time again that it is possible to do both. High expectations matched with high levels of 
support.  
 
Our achievements and opportunities start in the classroom and extend well beyond it. Within the 
classroom it is the curriculum, social emotional learning and the skills and dispositions needed to be 
successful in our world.  Outside of the classroom it is things like Performing Arts, Enrichment, the 
Oliphant Science Awards, Wakkakiri, the Festival Choir, sporting carnivals, excursions, retreats and our 
Skate Club. Yes we have a Skate Club!  All opportunities for children to participate. To be included. To 
excel.   
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We have the best staff at St Augustine’s. We care deeply, we are safe and organised and we also have 
a lot of fun.  Thank you to our teachers and support staff who keep this school running day to day.  
Thank you to our wonderful children and families who make this school what it is. Without you there is 
no school – just empty buildings.   
  
This time of the year is also a time of change. Today we are farewelling many staff who are moving on 
from St Augustine’s. Some have been kind enough to return today in order to say goodbye officially.  
 

Monique Caldinez, Suzanna Nowosilskyj, Gelse D’Agostino (after 43 years of service to Catholic 
Education), Angie Bowman, Claudia Huppatz, Kas Pillay, Tia Della Pace, Jo Bennett and Michelle 
Thomas. 

 
Brian McAvaney who will take leave in Terms 1 and 2 next year. We wanted to recognise Brian today 
after 43 years of service to Catholic Education.   
 
Anita Pahl who has dedicated 51 years of her life to the education of children in Catholic schools across 
Adelaide. What an extraordinary contribution. 
  
I would like to also recognise our Year 6 children who are graduating tonight. Your contribution to our 
school over many years has been exemplary. Your leadership over the course of this year an inspiration 
to the rest of us.  Continue to live your lives with Truth and Integrity.  
 
Finally, thank you everyone for your continuing support of our school. I wish you a safe, happy and 
holy Christmas.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
DAN COWAN 
Principal 
 
 


