
 

 
 
UPDATE ON CERVICAL SPONDYLOMYELOPATHY TREATMENT 
 
Cervical Spondylomyelopathy (otherwise known as ‘Wobbler Syndrome’) is a complex condition to treat.  
There are two main forms – an ‘osseous’ form characterised by multi level stenosis of the cervical 
vertebral canal and a ‘dynamic’ form, characterised by intervertebral disc protrusion and verterbral 
canal stenosis in the caudal cervical spine.  Both forms lead to spinal cord compression and a varying 
combination of neurological gait abnormality and pain.  The osseous form is typically seen in young, 
large to giant breeds (particularly Mastiffs) while the dynamic form is typically seen in middle aged to 
older large breed dogs (classically Doberman Pinschers).  There is debate within the surgical and 
neurological literature as to the best approach to these cases. 
 
Investigation of cervical spondylomyelopathy cases typically involves advanced imaging following a 
neurological exam.  MRI or CT (typically with myelography) are the two most common imaging 
methodologies, and both allow accurate diagnosis of cervical spondylomyelopathy.  There is ongoing 
research trying to identify whether imaging characteristics (particularly spinal cord changes evident on 
MRI) are linked to long term outcomes. 
 
A wide variety of surgical therapies have been investigated for the treatment of cervical 
spondylomyelopathy.  Most surgical publications report success rates of around 80%, with a moderate 
complication rate.  Dogs who are candidates for surgery are typically those with progressive neurological 
gait abnormality, along with those with significant pain in the cervical spine.  Dr James King (VSS Surgical 
Registrar) along with Dr Gordon Corfield, Dr Jason Mouatt and Dr Philip Moses have authored a 
publication in the Australian Veterinary Journal describing the initial experience with the C-LOX system 
for treatment of cervical spondylomyelopathy.  The C-LOX implant is relatively simple to implant 
compared to some other surgical options, and lead to rapid neurological improvement in 10 of the 11 
dogs described in the case series.  Longer term, complications leading to revision surgery occurred in 
two of the 11 cases.  Treatment of this complex condition is still evolving, and this contribution to the 
literature is aimed at expanding the knowledge base in this area. 
 
Please feel free to contact the surgical team at VSS should you need more information on cervical 
spondylomyelopathy or any other surgical condition. 
 
Thanks to Dr James King for producing this content. 
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