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Dear Parents,
It is hard to believe that I am writing my last newsletter article for the year. In some ways it seems to
have been a long and challenging year, however on the other hand time has gone by so quickly.
Ashley Keane
Principal

In my final newsletter for the year I would like to say a really BIG THANK YOU to everyone in the Our
Lady of Hope Community for the way in which you have all worked together to make the most of a
different and at times challenging year.
If this year has taught me one thing – it would be that we need to be grateful for what we have in life and
not to take the simple pleasures for granted. Going out to a restaurant, playing sport, going to work and
school, going to a cinema or crowded sporting event and even having friends over for dinner were the
simple pleasures in life which we all took for granted. Out of the adversity of the COVID pandemic, came
an opportunity for all of us to reflect on all the things we take for granted. The COVID pandemic also
gave us an opportunity to slow down, reflect on life and be thankful for everything we have, including our
families.
As the Principal of Our Lady of Hope School, I was truly grateful that I had the opportunity to work with
such a supportive community throughout this year. Whilst others may have been stuck working at home,
I count myself fortunate that I could come to school each day and see the smiling faces of children and
be surrounded by their youthful exuberance and positivity.
I am grateful that I had the opportunity to work with such a committed, professional and caring staff who
despite their own personal concerns about COVID, continued to present themselves for work each day
and gave their best in order to support the children and support each other.
I am grateful for all of the words of encouragement and support I received from parents throughout the
year and for the support of parents in understanding, responding to and adapting to constant changes in
school routines. This support has certainly made my job much easier. I can’t thank our parents enough
for your support of our staff this year.
Finally our students. Your children have been awesome this year. Not once have I heard them complain
about things being not fair or different. Their ability to remain positive, upbeat, maintain their sense of fun
and just adapt to the ever-evolving nature of school life in 2020 has been outstanding. Your children
have helped me more than they realise this year and have taught me that sometimes we underestimate
the resilience and strength of character in children. So I am thankful for the wonderful children in our
school.
As the year draws to a close, I would like to say that 2020 has challenged me in many ways. However
when I reflect on the positives and negatives of the year, I can sincerely say that the positives of 2020 far
outweigh the negatives. From the adversity of the COVID pandemic, I have come to truly realise how
special the Our Lady of Hope School Community is. I count my blessings every day that I get to work in
such a wonderful environment. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe
Christmas holiday break. To those children in Year 6/7 who will be leaving us at the end of this year, I
sincerely wish you all the best for 2021 and beyond. I have loved working with you all and you will
always be a part of the Our Lady of Hope family. To those families who may be leaving us, I wish you all
the best and thank you for your contribution to our school community. I hope you take with you many
fond memories. To everyone else, I look forward to seeing you all again when school resumes on
Wednesday 27th January.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
God bless,

Ashley Keane
Principal
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STAFFING NEWS
In 2021, there will be a few changes to
staffing which I will now outline below:

Ashley Keane
Principal

Megan Pratt: It is with some sadness
that we inform the community that
Megan Pratt will be taking a year’s
leave from Our Lady of Hope School in
2021. After much deliberation Megan
has accepted a one year contract at
Ashley Keane
Stella
Maris Catholic School in
Principal
Seacombe
Gardens for the 2021 school
year. Megan is a very long serving staff
member at Our Lady of Hope and is a
very committed and dedicated teacher
who has also taken on the role of our
Key Numeracy teacher for the last 2
years. After many years of travelling
nearly 2 hours a day to work at Our
Lady of Hope, Megan has been
presented with an opportunity to work
closer to home and have a different
teaching experience in a new school in
2021. We wish Megan all the best as
she takes on this exciting opportunity in
2021.
Ashlee Lucas: As many of you would
be aware Ashlee and her husband
Michael had their first child Harrison in
the middle of last year. Ashlee lives
over 30 minutes away from Our Lady of
Hope and for family reasons would like
to pursue teaching opportunities which
are closer to home in 2021. Ashlee has
been a fantastic Reception teacher at
Our Lady of Hope and we wish her all
the best in 2021. If circumstances allow,
Ashlee has indicated that she would still
like to undertake some relief teaching
work at OLOH in 2021, so hopefully we
will still see Ashlee around the school.
We wish Ashlee all the best in 2021.
Welcome Renee Le Leu: I am pleased
to announce that I have appointed Mrs
Renee Le Leu to teach in a Year 3/4
class for the 2021 school year. Renee
is a very committed and dedicated
teacher who has 19 years of teaching
experience.
Renee is currently a
permanent
staff
member
at
St. Columba College and like Megan
has taken a year’s leave from
St. Columba in order to come and work
in a new school environment which is
closer to her home. Renee brings with
her a great set of skills and new ideas.
We welcome Renee to Our Lady of
Hope School and look forward to the
contribution she will make to our school
community.
Year 6/7 Graduation

After months of uncertainty, we were
fortunate to be able to celebrate a
Graduation ceremony with our Year 6/7
students and their families last
Thursday night. It was a wonderful
evening where the children had the

opportunity to reflect on and celebrate
their time at Our Lady of Hope. It was
great to see all of the children enjoy a
good
night
together
celebrating,
dancing and enjoying each other’s
company.
Our Year 6/7 children have been an
amazing group of students this year.
Their
positivity
and
resilience
throughout this year has been
wonderful.
I have been fortunate
enough to spend some time with our
Year 6/7s at various times throughout
this year and I can truly say that they
are a fun loving group of individuals and
are a pleasure to be around.
I would like to thank our Year 6/7s for
their leadership and contribution to our
school. I have no doubt that they are
ready to venture into Secondary
Schooling and embark on the next
chapter in their lives. We wish all of our
Year 6/7 students the best of luck for
the future.
PARENT SURVEY
Each year we send out a parent survey,
asking for some feedback in relation to
our school operations. The results of
this survey are shared with our staff and
we use this information to drive school
improvement. This year’s survey is very
brief and I would like to encourage all
parents to consider spending 5 minutes
completing the survey. It is nice to get
the view of a wide range of parents
about their perceptions of our school.
We will send a link to the survey home
via Seesaw to all parents.
NEW PARISH AND HOPE GROWS
KITCHEN
Over the last couple of weeks a lot of
work has gone into the development of
a new kitchen in the Parish Centre.
This kitchen will provide a beautiful
space for our Hope Grows children to
undertake their cooking. It will also
provide a space for classes to use to
undertake cooking activities as well as
a space for us to cater for community
events and for Parents and Friends
events like Shrove Tuesday.
This
space features two new ovens, two new
cook tops with range hoods, separate
food preparation and clean up areas, a
new
dishwasher,
large
fridge,
microwave and hot and cold Zip tap.
Early next year there will be a new bifold window put on the servery.
We had the opportunity to test out our
new kitchen at last Thursday’s
Graduation Ceremony.
I would like to thank Daniel and Kim
Anh Palumbo and the team from
Palumbo Construction who designed

and constructed our kitchen. This
team worked around the clock and
despite disruptions due to the
COVID lockdown, were able to
ensure the kitchen was finished on
time and to a high standard. If
anyone is looking for a builder, I
can highly recommend Palumbo
for exceptional workmanship and
service.
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Fees - Fees should have been
finalised by Friday 20th Nov.
Unless you have other payment arrangements in place all 2020
fees should have been finalised by Friday 20th November. If you
have not finalised your 2020 fees please do so as a matter of
urgency.
Financial Hardship – Do You Need Assistance
We have been contacting families whose fees are in arrears to
determine if any assistance is required. If you have not heard
from us and are experiencing financial difficulty, which is making it
difficult for you to pay fees, please contact me for a confidential
discussion regarding your circumstances, with a view to working
out a solution that best supports your family.
Kind regards,
Charmaine Gillard
School Bursar

Change in procedure - School
Absentee Notification
If your child or children are going to be away for any reason (i.e.
illness, family/social, medical/dental appointment, car trouble,
running late etc.) we ask that parents please contact the Front
Office either via email absent@oloh.catholic.edu.au or if this is not
possible by phone on 8289 8344.
Further to previous advice, please DO NOT contact your child’s
teacher regarding an absentee message.
All other
communication with your child’s classroom teacher can be done
through the Seesaw App.
Please note we are no longer using the Skoolbag App at OLOH.

Enrolments at OLOH
To all current families; if you have a young child due to start
school in 2021 or 2022, please ensure that you have lodged an
Enrolment Application (you would have received correspondence
from the school if you have lodged paperwork). Enrolment
applications can be obtained from the front office or via our school
website:- OLOH Enrolments
If you are not sure please email us at info@oloh.catholic.edu.au
and we will check our enrolment records.

P&F 2020/21 Entertainment Bk
The P&F are again selling Entertainment Books for 2020/21.
Entertainment is going 100% Digital!. Follow the link below to
purchase:
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/161h563
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Canteen
FINAL DAY FOR LUNCH ORDERS THIS YEAR IS
WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER. There will be over the counter
sales with limited stock on Thursday 10th of December. The Qkr
App has been updated to reflect this.
All Qkr App orders need to be submitted by 8.30 am. There
are two menus: a Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday option and a
Thursday/Friday option (links below). Please remember that you
can order in advance and on recurring days. This will be
particularly helpful with the much earlier cut off time.
Canteen volunteers are urgently required all days
especially Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at main times of 9.00 am-11.45 am and 12.001.00 pm. Help other times or days is still greatly
appreciated.
Current school volunteer requirements are
necessary. Please come and see me (Sue Firman) in the
canteen or phone direct on 8289 8448.
The new Canteen Price Lists for Term 4 2020 (Mon./Tues./Wed.
as well as Thurs./Fri.) can be found on the links below:Canteen Price List Term 4 2020 Mon/Tues/Wed
Canteen Price List Term 4 2020 Thurs/Fri
You can visit the Qkr App website directly for answers to
frequently asked questions at: Qkr Mastercard or alternately
visit: Canteen Order Instructions for more helpful hints.
Natalie Cotton
Acting Canteen Manager

Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a literacy program
introduced in 2004 by the Premier to encouraging students to
read more books, improve literacy and to enjoy reading. The
Challenge requires students to read 12 books between the start
of the school year and early September.
This year we had 244 out of 280 students participate in the
Premier’s Reading Challenge and because of this we were 1 of
55 schools to receive an outstanding achievement award. Well
done!!
We received a Premier's Congratulatory Pack which included 12
assorted books. We also received a certificate from the Premier,
Mr. Steven Marshall to congratulate the school
Keep on reading, your imagination will love you!!
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Religious News
Sacramental News
A few weeks ago several students received the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy
Communion in our Chapel. Even though we had COVID Restrictions we had a lovely celebration.
We congratulate and pray for them as they continue to become closer to God.

Year 6/7 Retreat
The Year 6 & 7 Retreat was held in Week 7 at both
OLOH and the Morialta Conservation Park.
The theme was ‘God’s Love for You will Never
Leave You!

The students had the opportunity to pray and reflect on their memories of their time here at OLOH.
It also allowed the students to have fun and to be
together as one cohort.
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Hope Grows News for Term 4
Sustainability Program Donations
I would like to say a big thank you again to the Symons family for their generous donation of $200 to be applied towards our
Sustainability Program (Hope Grows). Welden and Coluccio Lawyers also donated $200 again, earlier in the year!
With these funds, we purchased a large garden bed for Hope Grows Garden, as well as utensils, electric frying pan and a food
processer. We are so grateful!

Hope Grows members and students from
Rooms 4 and 10 have been involved in
the Christmas Festival Tree Farm, an
initiative of the Tea Tree Gully Council.
These trees will be displayed at ‘Golden
Fields’ on The Golden Way. The Festival
starts on the 8th December and the trees
will remain there for a month. If you have
some spare time go and see if you can
find our trees!
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Hope Grows News for Term 4
Last Friday, Hope Grows members and some of our Year 6/7 students were very busy in the garden moving a few garden beds to
utilise the garden space more efficiently. They also put together two news garden beds as well!
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Science and Italian at OLOH

Science / Italian 2020

Listening to
Learning new

Italian stories

Phrases in
Italian

Creating
A Tactile
Garden

Observing
Predicting
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Remembrance Day Commemoration
The Greenwith Campus held our annual Remembrance Day Ceremony on Wednesday 11th November. On this day each year at
11.00 am Australians observe one minute’s silence in memory of those who have died or suffered in all wars and armed conflict. We
also remember our present service men and women who continue to serve our country. This year we also commemorated the many
lives of the animals who have died during conflict.
A big thank you to Greenwith Campus Defence School Mentor Deb Thompson for her organisation of this special commemoration and
to the students from both schools who spoke, sang and danced so beautifully on this solemn occasion.
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Year 5-7 Camp at El Shaddai
On November 9th to 11th, our Year 5-7 children attended camp at El-Shaddai Campsite at Wellington. The children had a wonderful time, with many
conquering their fear of heights by taking on the 12 Metre High Giant Swing or by climbing to the top of the rock climbing wall. It was an absolute
pleasure spending 3 days with this wonderful group of children. I am sure that the camp will provide children with many life long memories.
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Sports Day
Congratulations to the Xavier team for winning their 3rd Sports Day in a row and also to the Gleeson team for winning the team spirit award.
Community events have been something we have missed this year, so it was great to be able to have the whole community together to celebrate Sports
Day. It was great to see all of the children participate on the day and show fantastic support and encouragement to one another. Thank you to all of our
Year 6/7 Sports Captains who did a fantastic job at organising their teams for the day.
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SACPSSA Athletics Carnival
On Tuesday 3rd November a team of OLOH students attended the SA Catholic Primary Schools Sports Association (SACPSSA)
Athletics Carnival at Mile End. Congratulations to all of the participants, you did our school proud. Well done to Hayden Chester who
won the Boys Year 5 Champion Award. A hot but great day had by all.
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OLOH Playgroup
To coincide with the OLOH Sports Day we held a Sports Day at Playgroup. Although the weather was not
ideal we still had fun with all the sports equipment inside. We were lucky enough for the rain to stop so
we could race around the playground and have an egg and spoon race.
Pretend cooking is always fun and our new kitchen and work bench have proved to be a big hit with the
children. There are always lots of pretend breakfasts and cups of tea/coffee made for our mums and dads and we are sure they enjoy
them - yum!!!!
Building blocks and a construction focus is also enjoyed by the children. It is great to see them build towers as high as they can go
before tumbling down.
We hope that all of our families have a lovely Christmas and we look forward to seeing them all next year.

Ali Wallace and Bernadette Gaudio, Playgroup Co-ordinators
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Upcoming Diary Dates
Tues. 8th Dec.

11.30 am End of Year Mass for students

Wed. 9th Dec.

Year 5, 6 and 7 Splash Day
Last day for term - school finishes at 3.05 pm

Wed. 27th Jan.

School recommences for Term 1 2021

Noticeboard

The services and events contained in this bulletin are in no way connected with the
school and are included in this newsletter for your information only. Parents and
caregivers need to make their own enquiries and assessments about the suitability of
these events and services for the needs and those of their children.

Looking to play netball ….. look no further, Tea Tree Gully Netball
Club is a family focussed netball club in the north eastern district
with the lowest fees. Trials for winter 2021 season are being held
in Feb. 2021. If you would like to be included in registration email
in early Jan., please email treasurer@teatreegullynetball.org.au
Tango Netball Club - Join the only Premier League Club in the
northern netball community at Winter Trials 2021 on Sunday
7th and 14th February 2021 at the Kings Baptist Grammar School
Gym. Positions for Go, Primary, Sub Junior, Junior, Inters and
Seniors with pathway opportunities to Premier League from Sub
Juniors through to Seniors. Register your intent to trial at
playerregistration@tangonetballclub.com.au
Untreated tooth decay can lead to problems with speaking, eating
and learning. SA Dental Service sees over 80,000 children for
dental care each year, but data shows that 57.5% of eligible
children in SA are not using the Medicare Child Dental Benefits
Schedule. There are no out of pocket costs for children covered
by the Medicare Child Dental Benefits Schedule.
Adelaide Strikers Holiday Programs 5-22 Jan. 2021 at 18 venues
for boys and girls aged 5-10 years.
To register go to
Adelaidestrikers.com.au and visit the Fan Zone.
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Noticeboard contd.

The services and events contained in this bulletin are in no way connected with
the school and are included in this newsletter for your information only. Parents
and caregivers need to make their own enquiries and assessments about the
suitability of these events and services for the needs and those of their children.

Saver Plus has been going for over 15 years now, and is partly
funded by the Federal Government and run by The Smith
Family in SA. It is a ‘free’ community program. Saver Plus is
a Matched Savings Program where participants can earn up to
$500 to spend on their child/children’s education costs. This
can assist with expenses such as school uniforms and shoes,
laptop and tablets, after school activities such as sports, music
and swimming lessons, camps, excursions and much
more. Saver Plus is being run across TTG and surrounding
regions and we have received a great number of families and
parents who have joined the program.
Head for the Hills has a range of Mountain Bike programs
commencing soon, including the Holiday Geocache
Adventure, Holiday Skills Clinics and After School Skills.
These programs focus on the key skills of mountain biking and
will develop the students: bike handling and balance, control
and trail reading and technique (discipline independent).
Students will also learn about the non-practical aspects of
mountain biking, including: trail etiquette for shared-use
networks, risk assessment and management skills and
knowledge of participation opportunities.
For more
information, visit headforthehills.net.au
Our Lady of Hope School
Cnr The Golden Way & Golden Grove
Road, Greenwith
Ph: (08) 8289 8344 Fax: (08) 8289 8440
OSHC Ph: (08) 8289 9751
Fax: (08) 8288 1593
Email: info@catholic.edu.au

The Staff of Our Lady of Hope School
wish you all a safe and happy Christmas
and we look forward to seeing you in the
New Year.

