
Sermon — Bible reading. Matthew 6:5-15. Repeat verse 12. Show them verses 14-15… 

FORGIVENESS… forgiven people are forgivin’ people 

This line is all about forgiveness it’s about vertical forgiveness that is between God and 
humans, and horizontal forgiveness between people and people… 

So let’s talk about forgiveness… 
To start we’ve got to talk about sins. Matthew says debts here, but in v14-15 he says sins, and 
in Luke’s version of the Lord’s prayer he says sins. So debts is just the financial image for sin 
in the Bible which I’ll get to later. Let’s talk about sin. Not a fun topic, but a necessary topic! 
Probably not as fun as sex, but man we’ve gotta talk about sin… it’s a real and serious part of 
this world. 

sins… just to help us get a clear understanding I’m going to tell you about four types of 
sins… these are just my own categories, i’m sure there are more, or other ways to categorise 
sin but I’m just going to give us these to help us think about sin. 

sins of addiction… donuts — you know you shouldn’t but you almost can’t help it — drugs, 
alcohol, gambling… also addicted to worry, gossip, porn, lust, food (gluttony) 

sins of accident/neglect… orchid in the fabric store — forgetting important things, ignoring 
someone in need, accidentally reneging on a promise 

sins of habit/pattern… smell in the apartment — racism, the way you treat women, the way 
you look at people who you’re attracted to, greed, pride, power, anger… often these things 
we become used to in our culture and environment 

sins with intent… dad smacking his mother over the head for confession — manipulation, 
bullying, lying, cheating, abuse, violence 

so sin is what is wrong with the world. it is that which is wrong.  

humans are sinful. god is not.  

god created human beings not sinful. you see god is good and morally right, and he made 
humans in his image, good and morally right… thats what righteousness means, rightness. 
but sin happened. and if you know the story Eve was deceived, by the lying cheating 
accusing serpent, and was manipulated to pursue selfish ambition and power, that she might 
become like God, disobeying God. and Adam was no less the wiser. >>> if you look closely 
at that story where sin entered the world, you see how all these elements of sin are present. 
Sin is not merely disobedience of God, it is disobedience and it is turning our back on the 
perfect righteous God and his ways, but its also greed, and hunger for power, and selfish 
ambition and evil and deception. Sin is what is wrong with the world, sin is what is opposite 
to God and his character, and his ways. God’s ways are good and right, and the opposite of 
God’s ways is sin.  

THAT IS SIN… NOW FORGIVENESS. 



PICKLES ILLUSTRATION 
Time for an object lesson session. Using my favourite object… food! I have what appears to 
be two perfectly good McDonalds cheeseburgers. To most people they don’t look any 
different. But… if you look closely and if you see whats on the inside, you will see that one 
has pickles. 
 ⁃ pickles are not good 
 ⁃ we have one good and right cheeseburger 
 ⁃ and one cheeseburger that has been tarnished by pickles… the pickles might seem 
small but they affect the whole burger and it is not the same. we can not have a cheeseburger 
with pickles if we want this cheeseburger to be good and right, the way that it was originally 
designed to be. God made cheeseburgers without pickles and humans added them. We need 
to get rid of the pickles so that the cheeseburger might be restored to the way God originally 
intended for it to be, that without the pickles this cheeseburger might be fully itself. 

 ⁃ so pickles are sin… and we need to get rid of the pickles somehow. now humans 
because we are sinful and have fallen short of God’s glory and goodness and rightness, or 
righteousness… we can’t get rid of sin ourselves, we can’t get rid of the pickles. We need 
God to get rid of the pickles… and this is forgiveness! God takes the pickles away so we 
might become good and right cheeseburgers, that we might become good and right with and 
before God! God takes away the pickles through his son Jesus. The pickles need to be dealt 
with, you can’t just eat the pickles and pretend they're not there. That’s not forgiveness. That’s 
how Australian’s do forgiveness… don’t worry about it, pretend it never happened. You can’t 
pretend there are no pickles and just get on with it… you also can’t simply throw the pickles 
away, that’s not properly dealing with them and getting rid of them, the smell will still linger, 
there might be some on your finger. just tossing it away doesn’t properly deal with the 
pickles. Someone needs to eat the pickles, to take on its disgusting taste, texture and smell. 
So God sends his son Jesus and he eats the pickles. But because of the trinity, because of 
Jesus’ divinity, because Jesus is God, God is eating the pickles himself, he who made the 
cheeseburger perfect, we who tarnished it with pickles, he takes on the taste, texture and 
smell of the pickles himself so that the cheeseburger might be good and right again! So God 
eats the pickles himself, he absorbs the debt and cost of sin into himself, his son pays the 
price of sin, and then our sins are pardoned, our cheeseburger is a cheeseburger again as if 
the pickles were never there. Our sins are washed clean, our cheeseburger free of pickles, 
clean from the dirt and smell and taste and residue of pickles! 

***eat the pickle*** 

THIS IS FORGIVENESS! Not pretending the pickles were never there but eating it anyway. 
Not saying ‘it’s fine’ and pretending offence never happened. But forgiveness admits and 
condemns the sin, calls it what it is, calls a pickle a pickle and then releases the perpetrator 
from the guilt, the offender from the offence, the debtor from the debt so that the relationship 
might have no more barriers and be reconciled. Forgiveness recognises the pickle for all its 
disgustingness and eats it and digests it so that the cheeseburger might be made right again. 
That’s what God does with our sin, and that’s what Jesus says we should do with the sin that 
others commit against us! WOW! 

***eat the burger*** 

and now we have a burger that is good and right again. and when you are good and right 
with God you can be reconciled to him, restored into right and good and whole and holy 
relationship with God. and human forgiveness is the same, when the offence is taken away 



reconciliation is made possible and we can be restored into right, good, whole and holy 
relationships. forgiveness is central to the kingdom of God, that is why it has such a 
prominent position in the prayer Jesus teaches us to pray. 

so we come back to the lord’s prayer. 

Matthew 6:12 
Father, forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

Like I mentioned before, in this section of the Lord’s prayer Matthew uses the word debt 
instead of sin, debt is just the financial image for sin. That when there is a pickle, when there 
is wrong and anything that is opposite to the perfect ways of the good and right God, that 
action or thought or whatever it is, incurs a moral debt. I studied commerce before I became 
a pastor and so if I learnt anything it was that you want to be in the black. To be in the black 
means you have money or are making money, but to be in debt means you are in the red, 
you owe something. Sin is moral debt. And so Jesus teaches us to pray father forgive us our 
debts, or sins, as we also have forgiven our debtors, or those who have sinned against us. 

but notice how it says… forgive us our debts AS WE ALSO have forgiven our debtors… why 
does it say AS WE ALSO!? 

it seems like vertical forgiveness (god forgiving our sins), is related to horizontal forgiveness 
(the forgiveness we show to each other) 

this is where v14-15 come into play, they are like a footnote on verse 12. you didn’t have 
footnoting in first century biographies so your footnoting system was just to put an addendum 
at the end… and so at the end of the lord’s prayer in matthew we have this little addition 
which is really tricky for us to hear… 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. 

This messes with our protestant theology, because we know from other places in the Bible 
that God’s forgiveness of our sins is based on his taking the punishment, the pickles away on 
the cross and we receive that forgiveness freely through faith and repentance. But Jesus for 
some reason is talking about our forgiveness being conditioned upon how we forgive. 

Now what I think (and other smarter people like scholars also think) is happening here is that 
Jesus isn’t talking so much about earning forgiveness as learning forgiveness. That God’s 
forgiveness of your sins doesn’t depend on you, it does rest solely on Jesus’ work at the cross, 
as we know from a lot of the  rest of scripture. By his death and resurrection, his eating of the 
pickles, taking on the debt himself and by faith and repentance we are forgiven. But what’s at 
play here is that Jesus is saying forgiven people are forgivin’ people. There is no option to be 
someone who has received forgiveness of sins from God and then isn’t a person who forgives 
those who sin against us. We are taught to pray father forgive us our sins AS WE have 
forgiven those who have sinned against us. Forgiveness is a package deal. Forgiven people 
are forgivin’ people. That’s just the way it is. That’s the way it needs to be. That’s Jesus’ vision 
for the kingdom of God on earth, in Williamstown, as it is in heaven. 



So we pray… 
FATHER FORGIVE US OUR SINS… now this isn’t repentance, repentance is when we turn 
from our sins, do a 180 turn from who we once were and follow Jesus, that is when we 
receive the forgiveness of our sins forever and are brought into right relationship with God. 
but this is closely linked, it’s confession, which is confessing that we still sin and we still need 
to keep turning back and realigning towards God, and he will continue to forgive us our sins. 
He takes away the pickles in our cheeseburger once and for all, but also always and 
continually. So we confess our sins before God, pray search my heart God, show me how I 
have sinned, how I have been walking and talking in ways opposite to your good, right, holy 
and perfect character and ways, and forgive me my sins… 

and we pray… just as I forgive those who have sinned against me. we pray prayers of 
forgiveness… which really means praying for those who have wronged us and we are in 
conflict with. It doesn’t mean praying “God you know what they did to me, that was so bad, 
may they learn, may they see, may they feel the pain and know that they should never do 
that again, but I forgive them Lord…” / Forgiveness means eating the pickle, taking on the 
debt and offence, and praying “God, that person who was just awful to me, God that person 
who I can’t stand, be with them Lord. Bless them Jesus. Encourage them in their marriage, 
bless their finances, may they know and experience your love towards them!” — pray for 
your enemies! That’s a prayer OF forgiveness.  

WE PRAY FOR FORGIVENESS… father forgive us our sins 
and WE PRAY WITH FORGIVENESS… father bless those who have wronged me 

that’s the two prayers I want to suggest today… and lets pray those this week… confession of 
sins, praying for forgiveness… and prayer for enemies, praying with forgiveness… 

let’s take communion together now and spend some time confessing our sins before God and 
praying for those who have wronged us… 

we pray for forgiveness and with forgiveness because we know and remember what Jesus did 
for us. and so we take the bread and the wine as we remember, confess and forgive… 

can i have the helpers… 


