
INTRODUCING YOURSELF (AND THE DISCIPLINE) 

 
 

From our study: 

While often we want the content or the subject topic to “do the talking”; students have said that they 
like to know that their teachers and lecturers are real people, just like them! They like to know what 
kind of person you are, what your interests and passions are, and anything that allows them to relate to 
you! 

 

Students say: 

"During the science orientation (a lecturer) talked about how great it was that we cared about our 
field  and wanted to make a change in the world, and that made me feel great about my decision.” 

"I can see how passionate (an academic was), and how much they loved their job, and I could see myself 
being like that. (They) presented it in a way that left me thinking “this is what I signed up for”.” 

"(Lecturers) letting their personality shine through is really important. It makes them more relatable to 
us." 

 

 

 

Students and  
Academics  

Suggest: 

At the start of the first face-to-face class: Introduce yourself to your students. You can tell them 
about  your research, your industry experience and how this relates to what they are learning, and fits 
in with their degree (and future careers). You could say what you are passionate about and share some-
thing about yourself they might connect with - maybe something that’s currently in the media, what TV 
series you’re into, or what you liked to study in high school. Use humour if you’re comfortable with that 
too. 

Given that your TA’s or demonstrators spend a lot of time with your students, it’s  a good idea to get 
your TA’s or demonstrators to briefly introduce themselves at the start of the first lab/tutorial. 

For more information on the “Beginning with Belonging” project, contact Dr Alex Thomson: Alexandra.Thomson@uts.edu.au 
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