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ABOUT THE RHEINMETALL GROUP
Rheinmetall was established in 1889 as Rheinische Metall-
waaren- und Maschinenfabrik Aktiengesellschaft. Today, 
Rheinmetall AG, publicly listed and based in Düsseldorf, 
is an internationally successful corporation and is the 
management holding company of the Rheinmetall Group.

As an integrated technology group, Rheinmetall is a market 
leader in the areas of environmentally friendly mobility 
and threat-appropriate security technology. The group’s 
operating activities are split into two corporate sectors, 
Rheinmetall Defence and Rheinmetall Automotive. 
In 2019, its 25,767-strong staff generated annual sales  
of more than $AUD9.9 billion. 

ABOUT RHEINMETALL DEFENCE
Rheinmetall Defence is regarded in the defence and security 
industry as a leading provider of innovative products for 
international armed forces, civil forces and critical infra- 
structure. The company offers system solutions and a wide 
range of services for capability in the areas of mobility, 
lethality, reconnaissance, protection and sustainment.

Rheinmetall Defence has three specialised divisions:
• Weapons and Munition
• Electronic Solutions
• Vehicle Systems

These divisions deliver products including tactical and 
logistics vehicles, weapons and ammunition, maritime 
systems, air defence and mission equipment. They also 
deliver services including integrated logistics support, 
simulation and training and cyber security. This offering 
ensures Rheinmetall Defence is a strong and reliable 
partner to armed forces and civil national security forces 
around the world.

RHEINMETALL DEFENCE IN AUSTRALIA
Rheinmetall’s historical ties to Australia date back more than 
40 years through the supply of munitions to the Australian 
Defence Force (ADF). Its rapidly growing Australian footprint 
encompasses each of the three Rheinmetall Defence divisions 
and it is the largest supplier of military vehicles to the ADF.

Rheinmetall Defence Australia represents all company 
entities in Australia and New Zealand. Rheinmetall MAN 
Australia is a joint venture company which shares executive 
leadership with RDA. The company has operations in 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra and Melbourne.

Rheinmetall’s Australian Supervisory Board comprises:
• John Abunassar (Chair), Chief Executive Officer Vehicle 

Systems Division Rheinmetall Group
• Susanne Wiegand, Chief Executive Officer Electronic 

Solutions Division Rheinmetall Group
• Dr Alexander Sagel, Chief Executive Officer, Weapons 

and Munitions Division, Rheinmetall Group
• Hon. Robert Hill AC
• Lieutenant General John Caligari AO, DSC (Retired)
• Andrew Fletcher AO
• Gary Stewart, Managing Director, Rheinmetall Defence 

Australia; Chief Executive Officer, Vehicle Systems  
Asia Pacific
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GLOBAL STRENGTH, AUSTRALIAN FOCUS
Rheinmetall is establishing a Defence Industry Capability 
in Australia that supports acquisition and sustainment 
requirements of the ADF and creates a globally competitive 
export industry underpinned by research and development, 
technology transfer and partnerships with Australian SMEs.

The company is constructing Centres of Excellence focused 
on manufacturing, research & development and sustainment 
that enable it to invest and leverage its involvement in key 
Defence programs and create a long term strategic relationship 
with the Australian Government.

Rheinmetall is also creating industrial innovation hubs to 
enrich the economy and adjacent industries and enable 
Rheinmetall to work with and, where required, mentor  
Australian companies to compete and export globally.

Rheinmetall has built a significant Australian footprint 
comprising:

• A new regional hub and Ausralia & New Zealand head-
quarters at Redbank in South East Queensland

• A co-located Military Vehicle Centre of Excellence 
(MILVEHCOE) at Redbank

• Delivery of the largest order of military vehicles to the ADF
• Enduring commercial partnerships with Australian SMEs
• A Global Supply Chain (GSC) Agreement with the 

Commonwealth of Australia
• A growing list of GSC agreements now in place with 

Australian SMEs
• A new facility for munitions manufacturing with munitions 

partner NIOA in Maryborough, Qld
• Partnerships with Australian primes for major ADF contracts
• Technology transfer with Australian SMEs
• A strategic agreement with Defence Science Technology 

for the development of an Australian autonomous 
vehicle systems capability

• An SME engagement program with more than 1500 
Australian companies in every state and territory for the 
Land 1213B/5B programs, Land 400 Phase 2 and Land 
400 Phase 3 project

Rheinmetall is creating sustainable, long term high technology 
jobs, and plans to export the locally produced systems back 
into the global market. The company is hiring new talent to 
secure long term contracts and working with local suppliers 
to deliver the best outcomes for the customer and for the 
Australian economy.

Rheinmetall is committed to strengthening Australian 
involvement in its business activities globally. The company 
recently signed a Global Supply Chain agreement with the 
Commonwealth of Australia delivering Australian industry 
significant opportunities to participate in Rheinmetall 
defence contracts worldwide.

Australian SMEs now have the opportunity to bring their 
world class skills, commitment and innovation to new 
industries and markets that were previously out of reach.



VEHICLE SYSTEMS
Vehicle Systems is responsible for Rheinmetall’s extensive 
logistic and tactical vehicle activities. The Vehicle Systems 
portfolio ranges from main battle tanks and wheeled armoured 
vehicles to state-of-the-art trucks, tracked infantry fighting 
vehicles and turret systems. Vehicle Systems is based in 
Melbourne, Brisbane and Wellington and focused on a 
number of major Defence programs and projects in Australia 
and New Zealand.

LOGISTICS VEHICLES
Through its Rheinmetall MAN subsidiary, Rheinmetall supplies 
logistic military vehicles to the Australian and New Zealand 
defence forces. These include more than 2,500 medium 
and heavy logistic protected and unprotected vehicles and 
more than 3,000 specialist modules to the ADF between 
April 2016 and 2020. The Commonwealth of Australia 
announced an extension to this successful program by 
contracting Rheinmetall MAN to deliver another 1,044 high 
mobility logistics vehicles, 883 trailers and 748 modules to 
the Australian Army under LAND 121 Phase 3B/5B.

TACTICAL VEHICLES
Rheinmetall is delivering the combat proven BOXER 8 x 8 
Combat Reconnaissance Vehicle to the Australian Defence 
Force from 2019. In August 2018, the Commonwealth of 
Australia signed a $3.3 billion acquisition contract with 
Rheinmetall for the delivery of 211 BOXER vehicles from 
the company’s purpose-built Military Vehicle Centre of 
Excellence in Redbank Queensland. This followed a rigorous 
program of trials conducted by Federal Government which 
determined BOXER was the best protected, most mobile 
and lethal combat reconnaissance vehicle in the world.

Rheinmetall is also offering the Commonwealth of Australia 
its LYNX KF41 Infantry Fighting Vehicle for the Land 400 
Phase 3 program. The LYNX KF41 is a tracked, highly protected 
IFV designed to meet the stringent military requirements of 
LAND 400 Phase 3. The Australian Army needs a new IFV for 
close combat – to close in and defeat an enemy in the most 
dangerous and lethal environments for Australian soldiers. 
The Rheinmetall offer for Land 400 Phase 3 is currently 
under evaluation.

MILITARY VEHICLE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE (MILVEHCOE)
As the largest supplier of military vehicles to the ADF, 
Rheinmetall has established a Military Vehicle Centre of 
Excellence (MILVEHCOE) to implement a program of 
continuous design, build and support for up to 10,000 
military vehicles in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.

MILVEHCOE will create more than 450 long term jobs and 
become a national asset for military vehicles in Australia 
to underpin a 50-year strategic relationship between the 
Commonwealth, the Australian Army and Defence industry. 
The new facility was opened by the Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison MP in October 2020.

Rheinmetall is establishing a regional headquarters for a 
broad range of military technology in Australia and transfer 
critical technologies and skills in military vehicle design. 
These technologies and skills cover medium calibre weapons 
and ammunition, fire control systems, passive and active 
defence systems, electro-optic and surveillance systems, 
simulation and training systems, systems engineering and 
integration. 

The high quality, low-risk facility will rely on an industrial 
network of companies across Australia to deliver products 
and services to Australia’s growing fleet of military vehicles. 
It will open the way for these companies to supply Rheinmetall 
military vehicle programs around the world through the 
company’s Global Supply Chain.
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ELECTRONIC SOLUTIONS
Electronic Solutions drives the design, development, 
production and distribution of products and services across 
five areas: Mission Equipment, Simulation and Training, 
Technical Publications, Air Defence and Radar Systems and 
Maritime Systems.

Electronic Solutions established an Australian presence in
2012 with the localisation of its simulation and training 
business. Following on from this success, Rheinmetall is 
expanding the combined capabilities of Electronic Solutions 
to Australian and regional customers.

These capabilities include:
• Mission Equipment: a component and sub-system 

supplier for products including optronics, fire control 
solutions, soldier equipment and surveillance systems.

• Simulation and Training: the European market leader in 
delivering the complete range of Live, Virtual and 
Constructive simulation systems for Land, Naval and Air 
and Process simulation and the operation of training 
centres. 

• Technical Publications: supplies civil and military 
customers with sophisticated logistics engineering and 
technical publications.

• Air Defence and Radar Systems: supplies gun-based point 
air defence systems and derivative products.

• Maritime Systems: delivers self-protection for maritime 
platforms and assets including Versatile Rheinmetall 
Armour (VERHA – Marine), soft kill systems such as the 
Multi Ammunition Soft Kill System (MASS) and hard kill 
systems such as the 35mm Millennium Gun.

Electronic Solutions is based in Brisbane, Adelaide and 
Melbourne, and is focused on a number of major programs 
and projects in Australia.

These include:
• Simulation and training systems in support of Army’s 

vehicle modernisation programs and the Naval Ship- 
building programs.

• Air Defence to counter rocket and mortar threats
• Turret optoelectronics, surveillance and fire control 

solutions for armoured vehicle turrets.
• Ship Self Protection and constabulary weapons for 

Naval Ships.
• Creation of an ASD S1000D compliant Interactive Electronic.
• Technical Publications capability in support of  

Defence projects.



WEAPONS AND MUNITIONS
Weapons and Munitions offers an extensive array of 
superior large and medium calibre weapons, ammunition, 
and protection systems to support armed forces and civil 
security globally.

The ammunition spectrum ranges from point detonating and 
electronically programmable ammunition for artillery to 
propellants including Insensitive Munition propellant powders, 
propelling charges for artillery and mortar rounds, and 
combustible cast parts.

In the smaller calibre product portfolio, munitions include a 
full array of 40mm low, medium and high velocity ammunition 
including air-burst, accompanied by a wide selection of 
pyrotechnical devices for signalling and illumination. 
Rheinmetall’s munitions includes advanced tank ammunition 
including airburst and anti-tank suited to both M1A1 Abrams 
and Leopard2. Rheinmetall munitions are considered to be 
the most advanced in the world.

Rheinmetall is one of the world’s leading suppliers of large and 
medium calibre weapons from the smooth bore L44 and L55 
tank guns which combine tremendous firepower with a high 
first round hit probability, to automatic cannons and weapon 
systems which cover the full range of present and future threat 
scenarios and can be deployed from land, sea or air.
Rheinmetall’s comprehensive protection concept is based 
on a multi-level approach. The “Active Defence System” 
(ADS), is an innovative and highly effective solution which 
neutralises ballistic threats before they reach their target.

Passive solutions such as add-on armour comprising 
composite or ceramic materials form the second line of 
defence. Passive protection comprises ballistic protection, 
mine protection, IED protection, fighting compartment 
protection, transparent protection, signature protection, 
protection from shaped charges, spall-liner, stand-alone 
armour and add-on armour.

Rheinmetall’s protection system also encompasses high-
performance soft-kill solutions for ground vehicles as well 
as fixed wing aircraft, helicopters and ships. For example, 
Rheinmetall’s “Rosy” smoke/obscurant protection makes 
ground vehicles instantly invisible to a wide range of visual 
and IR threats, while the MASS naval decoy countermeasure 
system now sets the standard for shipboard multi-threat 
protection worldwide.

Weapons and Munitions is based in Brisbane and is 
focused on a number of major programs and projects in 
Australia working closely with Brisbane-based munitions 
partner NIOA.

Rheinmetall NIOA Munitions [RNM] is establishing a new 
$60 million state-of-the-art munitions forging facility in the 
regional Queensland city of Maryborough that will manufacture 
the world’s most complex and technologically advanced 
artillery shells for the domestic and export markets. 
Construction of the new facility is expected to commence in 
the second half of 2019, with the plant to be fully operational 
by 2022 creating up to 100 new long-term jobs in the 
Maryborough region.



RHEINMETALL DEFENCE AUSTRALIA’S PARTNERS INCLUDE
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Tectonica Australia: working with Rheinmetall, the Mel-
bourne-based defence systems integrator has developed 
Australian first technology that increases awareness and 
protection for Australian troops in combat.

Cablex: manufactures and supplies electrical wiring 
harnesses and electrical sub-assemblies for 400 BOXER 
vehicles to the German Bundeswehr and a fleet of 88 
BOXER vehicles in four Infantry Fighting Vehicle versions 
to the Lithuanian Armed Forces. The Melbourne-based 
company is Rheinmetall’s first supplier under its Global 
Supply Chain agreement with the Commonwealth of Australia.

Supacat Australia: Rheinmetall’s trusted partner in the Land 
400 Phase 2 program provides a range of services across 
C4I integration, stowage design and manufacturing at its 
Melbourne facilities.

Holmwood Highgate: an Australian industry leader in road 
tanker manufacturing, located in Loganholme, Queensland, 
Holmwood Highgate has developed fuel and water storage 
modules that greatly extend the ADF’s operational range 
and sustainability in the field. Each module has been designed 
for interoperability with Rheinmetall MAN’s suite of logistics 
vehicles delivered to the Commonwealth of Australia under 
LAND121 Phase 3B.

Bisalloy Steels: the Wollongong-based has developed a 
new grade of armour steel in order to meet the protection 
levels required for the Rheinmetall BOXER CRV. This 
specialised armour steel has passed blast box trials at 
Rheinmetall’s testing facilities in Germany and is currently 
the focus of testing to pass German Government standards.

Milspec Manufacturing: the Albury-based advanced 
manufacturer supplies critical products for the Rheinmetall 
MAN range of high mobility logistics trucks as part of the 
Commonwealth of Australia’s Land121 Phase 3B/5B program. 
Milspec is also developing world leading alternators for the 
BOXER CRV and LYNX KF41.

G.H. Varley: a Newcastle-based company that has designed 
and manufactured Stores, Engineering, and Maintenance 
modules for enhanced capability and modularity to the 
LAND121 Phase 3B/5B vehicle fleets.

Supashock: ranked in the Top 5 of the fastest growing South 
Australian companies and working on the development of 
active, passive and passive-reactive suspension systems 
for Rheinmetall military vehicles.
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