
Information Classification: General
www.centreforrail.com

https://centreforrail.com/membership


Information Classification: General
www.centreforrail.com

KiwiRail granted NZD20m for Hillside workshop upgrades 
KiwiRail announced (30-Oct-2019) NZD20 million (USD12.8 million) was granted through the 
Provincial Growth Fund to upgrade the Hillside workshops. KiwiRail CEO Greg Miller stated 
the investment would "make Hillside a crucial part" of South Island operations and "create 
new skilled jobs". Mr Miller also expressed intentions to further redevelop the site and 
"create a heavy engineering hub" in Dunedin. 

NZTA commissions independent investigation for unauthorised disclosure of documents
The NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) announced (31-Oct-2019) it appointed Michael Heron QC 
to run an independent investigation into the unauthorised disclosure of light rail documents. 
The agency stated the Terms of Reference will include:
Investigating the disclosure of confidential information;
Reviewing the agency's internal policies and procedures relating to information access, and;
Making relevant recommendations to improve procedures.
The NZTA board anticipates receiving a final report by the end of Dec-2019.

Metronet awards AUD1.6m contract for Bayswater Station Upgrade 
METRONET announced (29-Oct-2019) it awarded Westforce Construction with an AUD1.6 
million design build contract for car parks at Meltham and Ashfield stations. The increased 
capacity at these locations forms part of the Bayswater Station Upgrade. The car parks are 
expected to open for use in early 2020.

Victorian Govt passes rail safety legislative amendment; ONRSR as ‘sole rail safety 
regulator’
Victoria's Government passed (29-Oct-2019) the Rail Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 
2019, providing for the Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator (ONRSR) to be the "sole 
rail safety regulator for the Victorian rail transport industry". As previously reported by the 
Centre for Rail, ONRSR CEO Sue McCarrey, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail Conference 2019, 
welcomed (29-Oct-2019) the decision by the Victorian Government which established the 
group "a truly national regulator".

Loram completes acquisition of Aurizon rail grinding business
Loram Pty Ltd, the Australian subsidiary of Loram Maintenance of Way Inc (Loram) 
completed the acquisition of Aurizon Operations Ltd's rail grinding business (Railway Age, 
31-Oct-2019). Loram stated the acquisition increases its Australian customers by four, 
including mainline and turnout rail grinding for Aurizon Network Pty Ltd.
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ONRSR financial highlights for FY2018-FY2019
The Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator (ONRSR) reported (30-Oct-2019) the 
following financial highlights for the year ending 30-Jun-2019:
Revenue: AUD38.8 million -1.3% year-on-year;
Expenses: AUD37.4 million +2.0%;
Net result: AUD1.4 million -46.9%;
Total assets: AUD23.6 million;
Cash and cash equivalents: AUD17.6 million;
Total liabilities: AUD6.8 million.

ARTC outlines financial and operational benefits of ATMS rollout
ARTC ATMS operational readiness manager Gary Evans, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail 
Conference 2019, outlined (29-Oct-2019) the Advanced Train Management System (ATMS) 
will deliver the following financial and operational benefits:
An operational cost reduction of 60%, in comparison to the existing Centralised Traffic 
Control (CTC) system;
A 75% reduction in annual maintenance costs;
Reduced headway periods, and improved management of bi-directional train operations;
Improved capacity on single track networks;
Reduced trackside maintenance and construction costs;
Increased reliability and reduced interdependence on signalling system components, and;
Decreased levels of safeworking breaches.

GS1 Australia senior manager: Siemens to introduce web-enabled barcode scanner by end 
of 2019
GS1 Australia senior manager of freight, logistics & industrial sectors Bonnie Ryan, speaking 
at the Heavy Haul Rail Conference 2019, stated (30-Oct-2019) Siemens is developing a web-
enabled barcode scanning application to support GS1's i-TRACE program. Siemens is 
expected to introduce the new scanning system, applicable on mobile devices, by the end of 
2019.

ARA to tender workplace diversity campaign in 2020
Australasian Railway Association (ARA) CEO Danny Broad, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail 
Conference 2019, stated (29-Oct-2019) in early 2020 the association will go tender a 
branding campaign focused on diversity in the workforce. Mr Broad stated the ARA is in 
consultation with the industry for feedback in preparation for the tender process.
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Pacific National head of HR outlines key results of 'street to seat' training programme
Pacific National head of HR - coal Shannon Roma, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail Conference 
2019, stated (29-Oct-2019) the company's 'street to seat' driver training programme, achieved 
a 33% female and a retention rate of 95% during the first phase. The programme also 
attracted a younger demographic with applicants aged between 25 and 35 years old, against 
the industry average age of 45 years old. The new training scheme is an accelerated 
programme, aiming to train and certify new Pacific National drivers within a nine month 
period, rather than two years.

Aurizon to trial ETCS level 2 in Apr-2020
Aurizon group executive of coal Ed McKeiver, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail Conference 
2019, stated (29-Oct-2019) the company will trial European Train Control System (ETCS) level 
two, a locomotive automatic braking system, in Apr-2020. Aurizon commissioned Siemens to 
develop the new technology.

Australia's Govt invests AUD5.2 million in data hub for freight supply chain 
Australia's Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development
executive director Gayle Milnes, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail Conference 2019, stated (29-
Oct-2019) the federal government has invested AUD5.2 million in the design of the National 
Freight Data Hub (NFDH), following the "need for better, more accessible data" when 
evaluating the freight supply chain. Ms Milnes highlighted the following key stages for 
establishing the platform:
The release of a discussion paper "soon" regarding planning and implementation of the hub;
Building the Alpha Hub, a "minimum prototype" informed by initial freight data exchange pilots, 
and;
Building a business case for "an enduring product" and a "road map for implementation".
The NFDH is a core segment of the National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy. Ms Milnes 
outlined the strategy would involve "continued, extensive industry consultation".

ARA CEO outlines main exports to the Australasian markets
Australasian Railway Association (ARA) CEO Danny Broad, speaking at the Heavy Haul Rail 
Conference 2019, noted (29-Oct-2019) iron ore (29%) and minerals (28%) as main commodity 
exports to the Australian market, with China, Japan and India as the key recipient markets. 
Further, New Zealand's main commodity exports are dairy products (25%) and meat (11%).

Russian Railways and CargoBeamer AG sign MoU 
Russian Railways announced (30-Oct-2019) it signed an MoU with CargoBeamer AG on 29-
Oct-2019. The agreement outlines the joint development of freight services between Europe
and China, with shipments through Russia, and the application of CargoBeamer logistics 
technology to freight transport in Russia. 
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Siemens Mobility metro trains run on new phase of Bangkok Blue Line extension 
Siemens Mobility announced (29-Oct-2019) the Bangkok Blue Line extension opened its 
newest phase to Lak Song with 14 Siemens metro cars. The Blue Line Extension is operated 
by Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand, Bangkok Expressway and Metro Public Co Ltd
and CH Karnchang Public Co Ltd. The milestone is part of a turnkey project which includes 
supplying 35 metro trains, power and systems, project management and a 10 year 
maintenance contract. The full extension will be commissioned in 2020.

Stadler Rail issues EUR272m bond 
Stadler Rail announced (30-Oct-2019) it issued an inaugural CHF300 million (EUR272.2 
million) senior bond. Stadler Rail stated the proceeds will be used to finance long term 
investments in capacity expansion at manufacturing facilities. Payment is expected on 20-
Nov-2019 and will be repaid on 20-Nov-2026.

China Railways: China-Laos Manzhung Tunnel complete 
China State Railway Group Company (China Railways) announced (29-Oct-2019) Manzhang
Tunnel of the China-Laos Railway was completed on 21-Oct-2019. The tunnel covers 1,730 
metres of the Yuxi-Mohan section of the railway. China Railways stated the milestone 
establishes a "foundation for the completion of the whole line on schedule". 

London North Eastern Railway to increase Harrogate-London frequency from mid Dec-2019
London North Eastern Railway (LNER) plans to increase Harrogate-London frequency with 
the launch of five additional daily services, commencing 15-Dec-2019 (ripongazette.co.uk, 
29-Oct-2019). LNER will operate the service with new Azuma trains, which are expected to 
replace the existing fleet by Jun-2020.

Ireland to purchase 41 new DMUs for Dublin network
Ireland's Minister of Transport Shane Ross stated the government will purchase 41 new 
diesel multiple units (DMU) to increase capacity on commuter lines within the greater Dublin 
area (irishtimes.com, 31-Oct-2019). Under the EUR150 million proposal, the new rail coaches 
will be deployed on Kildare, Maynooth and Northern rail lines by 2021.

Sao Paulo's Govt release privatisation schedule for Intercity Train and CPTM line 
concessions
Sao Paulo's Government announced the implementation schedule for the city's Intercity 
Train, as well as concession for the 7-Ruby, 8-Diamond and 9-Emerald lines of the Paulista
Metropolitan Railway Company (CPTM) (viatrolebus.com.br, 31-Oct-2019). The concessions 
are part of the state government and federal government's privatisation plan. Sao Paulo 
expects to sign midway construction contracts by Jan-2021, and receive privatisation bids 
for CPTM lines 8-Diamond and 9-Emerald by Sep-2020.
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Russian Railways to train Cuban railway staff under new agreement with Cuba Railways
Russian Railways International and Cuba Railways signed an agreement for the provision of 
advanced training services to approximately 600 Cuban railway workers 
(globalrailwayreview/railjournal, 31/30-Oct-2019). The agreement is an extension to the 
existing EUR1.9 billion contract signed in early Oct-2019 for the restoration and 
modernisation of Cuba's railway infrastructure.

Qatar Rail & Mada sign agreement to improve passenger experiences
Qatar Rail and Qatar Assistive Technology Center (Mada) signed an agreement to improve 
travel experience of disabled and elderly passengers on 30-Oct-2019 (gulf-times.com, 31-Oct-
2019). Qatar Rail Chief of Strategy and Business Development Ajlan Eid al-Enazi stated the 
company plans to raise awareness, organise a series of workshops with staff and develop a 
study to evaluate the experience of elderly commuters and passengers with disabilities on 
trains and at metro stations.

Transnet to construct multimodal dry-port in Limpopo
South Africa’s Transnet plans to construct a multimodal dry-port hub in Limpopo 
(transportjournal.com, 31-Oct-2019). The new facility is expected to reduce congestion at the 
Beitbridge border, and have a capacity to handle and store 50,000 containers in the first 
phase. Construction of the first project phase is expected to commence in late 2019. 
Subsequent phases will increase the capacity to 400,000 containers.

.
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