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A Message from Deb …
Congratulations to each and every one of you!
In particular the staff and students of Goodwood!
You may have seen in the Advertiser today that
46 South Australian Schools made significant
gains in NAPLAN in 2017.
Your child attends one of these schools!
Below is an email I received last week. Due to a
media embargo I had to wait until today to
announce it.

Dear Principal,
I am pleased to advise that ACARA has identified
your school as having demonstrated
substantially above average gain in reading and/
or numeracy achievement, as measured by
NAPLAN. (2017)
Since 2013, ACARA has been releasing
information on schools that demonstrate
substantially above average gain in their
NAPLAN results, as students’ progress from Year
3 to Year 5 and from Year 7 to Year 9.
On behalf of ACARA, I would like to extend my
congratulations to you and your school
community on this achievement. Improvement in
student literacy and/or numeracy of this
magnitude, as measured by NAPLAN, is
significant and worthy of highlighting and
acknowledging.
Best wishes
Rob
Robert Randall
Chief Executive Officer,
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority
Subject

2015

2017

Reading

81

100

Writing

83

98

Spelling

81

100

Grammar & Punctuation

81

93

Numeracy

85

95

This table shows you the overall progress of our
students from when they were in year 3 to when
they were in year 5 and the reason why we have
been acknowledged by ACARA , the National
Curriculum Authority.
Our 2017 year 3 results were outstanding also.
The percentage of students who met the
National Minimum Standard were- Reading 98%,
Writing 100%, Spelling 100%, Grammar and
Punctuation 92% and Numeracy 98% .
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Congratulations on our student achievement contd…
Also over 50% of our year 3’s achieved the
higher band achievement levels, the top two
bands, in NAPLAN for every subject.
We will continue to focus on ensuring students
maintain their higher band achievements across
their years of schooling and work to increase the
number of children achieving the higher bands.
Goody Patch the place buddies can hang out!!!

I had the pleasure of joining 3M and 17N last
week when they went down to the Goody Patch
for a herb treasure hunt. Our Buddy Class
program, where older classes buddy up with
younger classes, is invaluable. The confidence with
which the older students support the younger
children’s learning and the obvious genuine
friendships, care and concern developing is
wonderful. All classes Reception to Year 7 are
buddied up with an older class.
Asbestos tiles removal in the Preschool
Please ensure you remain off the school property
on Friday 9 March from 6.00pm. There are tiles
being removed in the Preschool that contain
asbestos.
Safe Behaviour at Goodwood Primary
Our student data from 2017 indicated that
children behave well at Goodwood Primary. The
incident that occurred in the yard last week was
disappointing and I am not at liberty to disclose
details of the incident. Sometimes, in these
situations there are adults and children who
speculate what the circumstances were. This
speculation can lead to people feeling anxious.
Please be assured student safety was a priority at
all times, authorities are investigating what
happened and the school is putting in place a
number of measures to support all students and
families involved. What was heartening was the
genuine support community members showed
to students and staff.

Important Dates
Monday 5 - Friday 16 March Swimming Reception - year 5
Monday 12 March Adelaide Cup Day Holiday
Wednesday 14 & Thursday 15 March year 6/7 Aquatics
Monday 19 Finance Committee 5:30pm in the staff room.
Wednesday 21 March Harmony Day Welcome Breakfast
Thursday 22 March Canteen Committee 7:30pm in the staff room
Monday 26 March Governing Council 7:30pm in the staff room
Monday 26 March—Friday 6 April Student Learning Conversations
Friday 30 March Good Friday
Monday 2 April Easter Monday
Wednesday 11 April Sports Day
Friday 13 April Last day of Term 1—2:15pm dismissal

Student Learning Conversations—online booking
We are using an online booking system for families to book their
interviews with teachers. Instructions on how and when to
book your interviews was emailed and sent through FlexiBuzz
on Tuesday. Please read this information carefully.
BOOKINGS OPEN THURSDAY 8 MARCH AT 10.00AM
Governing Council and Sub Committees
Governing Council had their first meeting for 2018 on
Monday night. We have a great team this year and I am
looking forward to working closely with them all.
This year Dan Kuss will be the Chairperson, Natasha
Schranz our Secretary and Trish Giannini our Treasurer. A
full list of our Governing Council members is on page 3 of
this newsletter. Members of our Council take on the roles
of Sub--Committee convenors. We have a number of
community members who have volunteered for the SubCommittees. These committees are a very important
aspects of our school management. The parents who are
leading these committees are: Student Learning and
Wellbeing—Natasha Schranz, Fundraising—Missy Barter,
OSHC—Trish Giannini, Canteen—Georgie Leov, Building and
Grounds — Julia Wetherell, Communications—Susannah
Hayden, Finance—Trish Giannini, Out of Hours School
Sport—Tim Fitzgerald. Information about these
committees and contact details will be published and
displayed in the courtyard notice board soon.
Inquiry Learning

At the AGM I talked about our schools strong focus on
Interdisciplinary Inquiry Learning and how our focus on
STEM learning will build on this work. Earlier this year staff
had time to collaborate and plan their students Inquiry
Learning. Doing this across year levels ensures we provide
consistency of learning programs being offered. Here is
an overview of concepts involved.

Understanding GoalsWhat do we hope students will understand by the end of
this inquiry?
What is important and relevant for these students?
How might students demonstrate these understandings?
What criteria might guide our assessment?
Strategies for students to develop essential skills as
thinkers, communicators, researcher, self-managers and
collaborators.
‘Tuning in’ experiences, which are an essential part of
generating interest and student engagement with their
learning:
How can we assess students’ prior knowledge and
experience in relation to this context? How will we record
this information for later assessment?
What can we do to provoke interest/enthusiasm/
curiosity/motivation?
How can we assist students to make ‘conceptual
connections’ and see relationships to and links with their
own lives?
The tuning in activity provides teachers with the
opportunity to identify student’s interest and needs.

The main SHARED INQUIRY:
Finding out – investigating / gathering
Sorting out – analysing/ explaining/ sharing
Going Further – an independent inquiry where teachers
consider how they:
Cater for individual and small-group pathways as they
emerge during the unit?
Facilitate students’ personal inquiries?
Encourage students to make choices about what and
how they will learn?
Reflection and Action section where teachers consider:
How can we empower students to act on what they have
learned? How can we assist students to pull it all together
and reflect on their learning?
What structures can we put in place to encourage
ongoing reflection?
What local/global actions might connect with this
inquiry?
Teachers will be released to work together at the end of
each term to collaboratively plan for the following terms
Inquiry Learning.
Car parking and your child’s safety
We kindly remind you that parking is not permitted at any
time at the back or side of Masonic Hall on Hampton
Street South. This is private property and monitored by
the owners of the hall. There have been a number of
occasions this year where staff have been unable to enter
or leave the car park due to parents/caregivers blocking
the entrance or parking along the side of the hall
blocking the way.
There have also been a number of children getting in and
out of cars on the road side during drop off and pick up,
as well as cars double parking. We ask that ALL children
use the footpath to get in and out of the car safely. We
are all guilty of rushing in the mornings but the safety of
our children must be considered first when dropping off
and collecting your child/ren from school. There has been
some concerns about cars exceeding the 25km/hr speed
limit around the school. Please ensure if you are driving
you do not go over this speed limit.
Election Day BBQ—Saturday 17 March
Many hands make light work...
As usual we will have a sausage
sizzle on election day here to raise
money to support our canteen
service.
If you can help out please email:
Georgie Leov
georgie.leov@gmail.com
Karen Brimble
Karen.Brimble633@schools.sa.edu.au
In this newsletter there is information about our Harmony
Day event on Wednesday 21 March. The program is
looking fantastic. Thanks to our Student Learning and
Wellbeing committee who have put in huge amounts of
time into the organisation of this event.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on
the 21st of March.
Kind regards
Deb Brassington
Principal

Harmony Day
Harmony Day Welcome Breakfast—21 March
Our diversity makes Australia a great place to live. Harmony Day
is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect
for everyone who calls Australia home.
Held every year on 21 March, Harmony Day coincides with the
United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.
The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs’. Harmony
Day aims to engage people to participate in their community,
respect cultural and religious diversity and foster a sense of
belonging for everyone.

Please join us under the plane trees to celebrate Harmony Day together!
8:20am:
8:45am:
8:55am:
9:50am:

Shared Breakfast (please bring a small plate of food from your culture to share, or cut fruit)
Insta-Frame set up for your use [only photograph your family/child, BYO phone/camera]
Chinese Dragon Music Celebration
Kaurna Welcome to Country
Launch of Harmony Day [students go to classes]
Parents Leave
Students participate in Cultural Diversity Workshops
Regular classes resume

Children are welcome to wear clothes that recognise their own cultural or religious tradition or something
orange - the Harmony Day colour.
Please direct enquiries to Assistant Principal Catherine Murch on Catherine.Murch402@schools.sa.edu.au
Supported by your Student Learning and Wellbeing Committee
https://www.harmony.gov.au/about/

Sports Day 2018
Wednesday 11 April
Goodwood Oval
Organisation for Sports Day is well under way. Students are not necessarily in the same team each year due
to class management, maximizing participation and student feedback from 2016.
CHAMPIONSHIP SPRINTS AND RELAYS
Each Sports Day the fastest 3 boys and girls from each year level of each team are selected for championship
relays and sprints.
The selection process happens over several weeks. The selections will take place on the following days.
Please make sure no appointments are made those days so your child can be in attendance. If students are
absent they cannot be considered for selection due to class disruptions.
Year 6/7 Wednesday 14 March (Week 7)
Year 3-5 Wednesday 21 March (Week 8)
Reception - Year 2 Wednesday 28 March (Week 9)

Sports day will run during normal school hours so children are to arrive at school by
8.55am and dismissal as per normal at 3.15pm.
More information and the programme for the day will be sent home soon.

Great Achievements
Science 11C
‘What is energy?’
This term in science we are learning about energy. On Monday Liam came in and taught us about circuits
with the Makey Makey sets. The Makey Makey sets are circuit boards that are powered by electricity through
the computer. They can connect with online apps to play games or even play the piano.
Some of us made bongo drums using aluminium foil, toilet paper rolls and alligator clips. Others made game
controllers using graphite and paper. We are also looking at conduction of electricity through a variety of
materials.
With Ms Murch we discussed the inquiry question ‘What is energy’. We watched clips about it and sat in
groups to convey our ideas. We also brought up the topic of renewable and recycled energy. The class
talked about what may happen when fossil fuels run out and different ways that we could solve the
problem.
Over the next few weeks we will produce our own pitch about the pros and cons of renewable energy.
By Patrick E, Skye S and Diane Toole

Announcements
Name
Daowei Sun

Congratulations to our Amanda Devonish
2018
Natasha Schranz
Governing Council
Members
Susannah Hayden
We are looking
forward to another
very productive year.

Class Parent Reps
We are pleased to
announce these
parents reps for
each class.
Thank you to those
who have
volunteered.

Email
daowei.sun@adelaide.edu.au
amanda.devonish@gmail.com
natasha.schranz@mymail.unisa.edu.au
susannah.hayden@gmail.com / shayden@aicd.com.au

Trish Giannini

trish.giannini@gmail.com

Alia Lovecraft

alia.lovecraft@student.adelaide.edu.au

Danielle Carr

danielle75@internode.on.net

Jadynne Harvey

jadynne.harvey@gmail.com

Paul Siddle

siddlepaul@gmail.com

Clare Lennon

clare.lennon@hotmail.co.uk

Julia Wetherell

tomplusjulia@gmail.com

Dan Kuss
Staff

dan@dankuss.com
Janet Mayfield Term 1 Shelley McIntyre Term 2, Carrie
Kingsborough Term 3, Alex Duncan Term 4

Deb Brassington

deb.brassington72@schools.sa.edu.au

Nikki Smith

nicola.smith232@schools.sa.edu.au

Room

Class Parent Rep

1M Alex B

Class parent rep required

2M Helen and Merrilyn

Cassandra McIver and Jodi Carr

3M Graeme

Class parent rep required

4M Janet

Angus Wallace and Joanna Bartram

5M Bronwyn

Maria Gramazio

6M Kate

Class parent rep required

8M Holly

Class parent rep required

11C Diane

Georgie Leov and Sherill Wood

12C Marella and Amy

Tania Brennan and Danielle Bament

13N Andrea

Eleanor Bersten

14N Maree

Joanna Bartram and Clare Lennon

15N Ria

Georgie Leov and Soula Pico

16N Bella

Class parent rep required

17N Gina

Angus Wallace and Jodi Carr

18N Sacha and Grace

Paula Wurst

19E Alex D

Georgie Leov

School Crossing Monitors
Recently your child’s school took part in School Crossing Monitor Training conducted by the South
Australian Police. This involves students in years 5, 6 and 7 being trained by Road Safety Educators
from the SA Police Road Safety Section. After the training is complete the student will receive a
Certificate of Authority issued on behalf of the Commissioner of Police which, under the Road Traffic
Act 1961 authorises the student to work as school crossing monitor. The certificate authorises the
student to stop traffic using a Stop Sign or using Pedestrian Actuated Traffic Lights, as well as give
reasonable directions to pedestrians for the safe and efficient movement of traffic at or on the
crossing as in their opinion is necessary.
The training involves learning how to safely stop vehicles at a school crossing and performing safety
assessments on when it is safe for children to cross the road (this includes asking the monitors to
check that all vehicles have stopped prior to pedestrians walking onto the crossing). The session also
includes safe sign handling techniques and positioning within the crossing.
It is extremely important that all people (including parents) use the crossings and become good road
safety role models, by following the School Crossing Monitor’s directions, not only for their safety but
the safety of all students and road users.
If parents have any questions about the training the Road Safety Section is happy to receive these
inquiries on the telephone number 82076586.
Road safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Thank you
Acting Sergeant Nigel ALLEN
Program Co-ordinator Road Safety
South Australian Police

Resource Centre News
Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Challenge is now underway. Students are required to read a
total of 12 books before the closing date, 7 September 2018. 8
books must be from the Premier’s Reading Challenge list and the
other 4 can be your child’s choice. The list is available to view in
the Resource Centre or available online at www.prc.sa.edu.au.
The challenge is open to all year levels. Younger students are
particularly encouraged to be part of the challenge and can share
the reading of a book or have a book read to them. Students
receive a Certificate in their first year of participation, a medal for
the next few years and then embossed Certificates in the senior years.
We hope your child takes up the challenge.
Volunteers Needed
We require parent volunteers for the Resource Centre to help with book covering. Any amount of
time is greatly appreciated so if you can volunteer some time please email Catherine Murch on
Catherine.Murch402@schools.sa.edu.au with your available days and times.
If you don’t feel confident covering books there are always books to shelve and other odd jobs !
We look forward to hearing from you.
Regards
Catherine and Michelle

Community Notices
Congratulations to these students who received awards.
CONFIDENCE
Eva C
Thomas T
Alexandra W
Sophie S
Hazel H
Achilles B
Owen M
Violet T
Jesse S
Josh B
Max O
Axel B

ORGANISATION
Liam M
Eamonn H
Zara D
Atrina Z
ACHIEVEMENT
Connor B
Lucy H
Oliver M
Kyle L

OSHC NEWS
The April School Holiday Vacation Care
Program is now on our website and hard
copies are available form OSHC or the front
office.
Early bird bookings close on Friday 23 March
Bookings available after this date, however no
discount will apply.
Full day: $51.00 ($56.00 after early bird closing
date)
Half day: $33.00 ($38.00 after early bird closing
date)

Stolen Scooter
A blue and black scooter with a skull design
and very bright yellow wheels was stolen from
school on Monday 26 February—pupil free day.
If you have any information regarding a
scooter of this description , please contact the
Front Office.

PERSISTENCE
Archie S
Ruby H
Zoe J
Lily O
Lucas G
Cohen M
Jasper J
Reilly K
Sam L
Elsa M

GETTING ALONG
Josh D
Sunday M
Katie N
George M
Lily M

Community Notices

