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 Welcome to this bumper issue of 
the Kangas newsletter! 

Excitement is again growing at De 
Winton Park with the seniors and under 
19’s sitting on top of the division one 
ladder after 12 rounds. The reserves are 
struggling following the departure of 
several players seeking greater 
opportunities.  
 Senior stalwarts Chris Long and 
Hamish Paynter played their 150th games. 
It is expected that club greats Daniel 
O’Brien (250 games) and Nick Lynch (150 
games) will reach significant milestones in 
the coming weeks.  
 We lost a genuine character and junior/senior club stalwart when John Oates passed 
away in June. The club will be slightly less entertaining place without ‘Oatsie’s’ presence and 
the fact that he wanted his wake to be held at the club is testament to how much he enjoyed 
the company of his mates who like him came through the Macleod Park pathway. 
 We hope as many of you as possible can attend our ‘Grassroots Guru’s’ lunch on 
Saturday 18 August @ De Winton Park v Heidelberg. Our key speaker is community 
football author and journalist Paul Daffey along DVFL legends including Mick Sullivan and 
the dynamic former Macleod-Rosanna playing coach Bernie Niclasen. Arrive at 11.45 am. 
 If you wish to contribute to the ‘Kanga’s’ group please do so. All funds are used for 
the operations of the club as we seek to go one better in 2018- how about a daily double 
senior and under 19’s flags on that one day in September? 
 
Best regards,  
 
 Bruce McDonald & Richard Crockford (MFC life members & Kanga Club organisers)     
              0419 887 667          0425 814 105 

       Joel Kidd soars against Hurstbridge 
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Levels of membership: 
Harold Busbridge ($300+)  

Jack Lewis ($150)  

Your details  

Name: ………………   ……………………………  

Address: ………………………………………………..  

Suburb: ………………………  Postcode……….  

Email…………………………………………………… 

Please Pay into the Macleod Football Club Account (Bendigo Bank) put 
your name and as a reference put “The KANGAS”   

BSB Number 633 000 Account Numbers 143479582 or: 

Make cheque out to “MACLEOD FOOTBALL CLUB” and send to MFC PO Box 182 
Rosanna, 3084. 

You can return this form in person to:  Bruce McDonald or Richard Crockford, 

Post: The Kangas, MFC PO Box 182 Rosanna, 3084. 

Or, email: Richard.crockford@bigpond.com with your level of membership and contact 
details. If you were a member in 2017 we already have your details. If your contact details 
have changed please let us know at any time. 

 Please jump on with us. Every little bit will help our club grow and 
stay stronger every year. 

 
 

mailto:Richard.crockford@bigpond.com
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 With only a handful of games to his 150th senior game and a few bags of goals 
away from his 500th goal Nick Lynch is on the cusp of establishing himself as our 
greatest forward. Despite innumerable injuries, inaccuracy in front of the big sticks 
and at times roughhouse treatment from opposition full-backs Nick’s brilliance, 
loyalty and devotion to the jumper has made it a privilege to witness his 15 year 

 career. 
 
Q: How excited are you to be on the cusp of kicking your 500th goal as a Macleod 

senior player, the only player to do so? 
A: To be honest, I haven’t really thought about it a 
great deal, although I knew it was approaching. I 
would rather be remembered as a two time 
division one premiership player, however to be the 
only player to have done it in a Macleod jumper, 
since 1947 certainly sounds unique.      
Q: Tell us about your first senior game? 
A: It was back in 2004 against Heidelberg West 
when I was about 17. I remember there was high 
contact and they chipped my tooth (no surprises 
there! Ed). Stuart Mangin was coach with other 
prominent players being Sean Ayres, Daniel 
Hurley, Glen Everard, Jason Lundberg and big 
Aaron Brockley. We made the preliminary final 
that year bowing out to Reservoir. It would have 
been a real thrill to make the grand final in my first 
year. In 2005 I played TAC cup with the Northern 
Knights.  
Q: What were the highlights of your junior 
career? 
A: At under 14 level we moved to live in Macleod 
so I transferred from North Heidelberg to Macleod 
Juniors. We won the flag that year, coached by 
dad Mark Lynch who was a shrewd coach and 
communicated well with the young players. We 
were promoted up to the top division. Over the 
next two years I kicked about 150 goals despite 
only playing about ten games per season. I 
remember once kicking 7 goals 12 points against 
big Ryan Willits who went onto play AFL with Port 
Power. I could be very inaccurate even then!!  
The following year, 2003 we won the division one 
colt’s flag under coach Rob McCabe who did a 
great job. 
Q: Are you proud to have had such a long and 

distinguished career at De Winton Park? A: 
Definitely. It’s where I have played with so many 

great friends and the enjoyed the company of my family and great Macleod sporting families. 
I have been a part of the emergence of the club & all always cherish the last fifteen years or 
so as an Eagle/ Kangaroo. 

 
 

  Nick in 2004 (debut season) 
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 Sample of Nicks Playing Achievements 2004-2018: 
• 2009 and 2015 premiership player 
• 2006: 102 goals and division two league leading goal kicker 
• MFC leading goal kicker: 2006, 2010, 2015. 2nd 2009 (67 goals) 
• League team of the year: 2009, 2010. 
• Northern league representative team: 2015  

 
• Nick and teammates Brad Leggett & Lucas Hobbs are the proprietors of F45 gym and 

fitness studio. They’d love to have you as a client. For more details visit 
https://f45training.com.au/eltham/ or call 0433 629 151.The studio is located at 5/38 
Bridge St, Eltham. 

 

 
Selling anywhere in Victoria? Ray White provides the club a rebate 

for each property sold! 
 
 

 

 

https://f45training.com.au/eltham/
tel:0433%20629%20151
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Several 2018 recruits have made an impact.  
Despite missing several games through injury and 
fatherhood Fraser Pope has shown that he knows how to 
get and distribute the ball in the clinches. As we approach 
September, his experience and increased match fitness will 
be of great benefit. 
 Rourke Turner has played every game and despite 
being slightly undersized for the centre half forward position 
he has been a strong contributor. He hits the packs hard 
and it is hard to believe that he is still eligible for the under 
19’s from an age perspective.  

Supporters were shocked in a positive sense when 
within weeks of the season commencing it was announced 
that ex-Macleod and Richmond star Ben Lennon had 
agreed to recommence his career with the club. He has 
played five games in 2018 with his class and touch 
showing out as a key marking forward. He is likely to try out 
as an NFL punter in the USA with a college so with luck 
may become the next Sav Rocca.  
Former Lower Plenty premiership captain and Collingwood 
VFL player Bill Barden has so far played four games and 
his experience has been an asset.                                                                                                                          
He has overcome severe injuries to continue his career so 
deserves any success that may come his way. 
 In addition to the recruits discussed above. We have 
also blooded several players from the under 19’s squad, 
including Joseph Ciranna a strong bodied midfielder who 
played the first five games in the seniors. The ex- Parade 
college student and Bulleen Templestowe Junior played at 
the Northern Knights TAC cup team in 2017 averaging 15 
disposals per game.  
 He did the full pre-season for 2018 but was 
unexpectedly and suddenly cut from the squad following a 
practice match. He had heard through the grapevine that 
Garry Ramsay was a great local coach and as there was no 
certainty that Bulleen-Templestowe would have an  
under 19’s, he decided to join us as De Winton Park.  
 Brayden Plant, the 2017 under 19’s best and fairest 
made his senior debut on Saturday June 9 v North 
Heidelberg. Brayden is a biggish key position player who 
can pinch hit in the ruck which he did against a much taller 
opponent versus Hurstbridge in round 11. Without the 
injured regular ruckman Chris Long he backed up Jack 
Langford and went forward to kick two goals. 

Round 11 also saw the debut of rover Seb Latina up 
from the under 19’s. He has a bit of dash and with more 
experience may become a very handy small man.  

  

Rourke Turner 

Ben Lennon 

Joseph Ciranna 
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                    Brayden Plant     Seb Latina 

REPRESENTIATIVE FOOTBALL:  
Macleod’s magnificent recent form has resulted in several players gaining selection 

for interleague representative games. Ned McKeown, full-back Brad Leggett, Lucas Hobbs 
and captain Justin White all played for the Northern Football League’s 40 point win over the 
Mornington Peninsula League. The team was coached by Macleod’s Garry Ramsay. 

On Saturday 07 July Brad Leggett and Lucas Hobbs ran out for the Victorian 
metropolitan team (coached by former Footscray rover Brian Royal) at Mars stadium, 
Ballarat. Despite the narrow loss, this was a remarkable achievement for one club to provide 
two players in such a prestigious match. 

  
2018 NETBALL NEWS by Jo McKeown:  

After the 2017 season that saw Mac1 
finish just outside the four and Mac2 finish 
Premiers, season 2018 sees a bit of a 

change of fortune. Mac1 are sitting second on 
the ladder and Mac2 are middle of the Table. 

Mac1 are putting together some really 
solid team performances with Mollie, Jess and 
Lily performing strongly on an individual level. 
Our fiery mid court contingent are providing 
brilliant support to our excellent defenders and 
strong drive into our reliable shooters. 

Mac2 continue to enjoy some strong 
passages of play, but are definitely noticing the 
step up from Section 7. Teni is carrying on her 

B& F form from last season leading the way with some outstanding games. Despite strong 
performances from our shooters, determined efforts by the mid courters, and dogged 
checking by our defenders we haven't been able to string together enough wins to move up 
the ladder.  

The girls in both teams exemplify the word team, their teamwork and work to support 
each other is second to none. They are incredible representatives of the Macleod FNC. 

Brayden Plant 
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Bruce Waight is as much a part of our club 

history as the De Winton Park slope and the old 
wooden change rooms. Whether its mixing the 
cordial, umpires escort duties or scaling trees to 
capture a thousand  lost footballs he has given 
more than twenty five years dedicated and most 
reliable service. Here is his story in his own 
words…. 
 

I started my junior career at the now defunct 
Olympic Colts, where I played for about three or four 

seasons. I was just an average player but I enjoyed it. The late Dessy Brooks (life member) 
was president during my time. In the late 1980’s the colts 
folded so I made my way to Macleod- Rosanna. The Colts 
reformed and I was asked to return but I stayed at De 
Winton Park as I knew the Colts would eventually fold for 
good (which they eventually did in 1995).  

My first coach was Neil McIntosh, a tough and fiery 
character who I thought did a reasonable job with the talent 
he had. In fact, as many of the established senior players 
weren’t training, Neil gave me my one and only senior 
game, however I never got paid. It was great to have senior 
exposure though, I got a few kicks however the ball didn’t 
get down the forward line much! 

Not long after, in about 1992 I was asked to retire 
and become an off-field worker, a role I have held ever 
since.  These days people would think of me as an umpires 
escort however I reckon I’m most well known as the clubs 
only retriever of balls from the trees at the Heidelberg end of 

        the ground. Whenever a ball is kicked up there I deliver a 
new ball to the umps via the mongrel torp then I get to work 
climbing and shimmying up the tree tops. Somehow, I’ve 
avoided serious injury although one day, about half way up 
a branch snapped and I dropped down landing groin first on 
a tree branch. It didn’t tickle and I walked like a cowboy for 
weeks afterwards!! 

I’ve also had some hairy moments as an umpire 
escort such as day an opposition player came at the 
umpires after a game and I was forced to restrain him, 
resulting in scuffle and an official league investigation. I was 
lucky not to cop a knuckle sandwich though in retrospect. A 
couple of times I’ve even had to keep a few of our own well 
known supporters from getting too close to the umps! 

Overall, my favourite aspects of the club are being 
made to feel welcome, the success following our affiliation 
with MJFC, and on a more personal note having at times, 
my bothers Peter and Robert around the club.  
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Please contact sponsorship manager Damian Hurley with any sponsorship 
opportunities or enquiries at dhu42179@bigpond.net.au. 
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Football clubs aren’t just about what happens out on the field. It’s the friends 
we make that remain long after the siren sounds. Here former president Michael 
Lovett pays tribute to John Oates who passed away in June after becoming ill early in 
2018…… 
 

VALE JOHN OATES 
It has been a tough time at the 

club in recent weeks following the passing 
of John Oates, better known to all as 
‘Oatsie’. 

No amount of words can describe 
what he meant to all of us. He was a 
larger than life character, full of goodwill 
and good humour and generous with his 
time and commitment to both the senior 
and junior clubs. 

He entertained everyone with his 
quick wit and one-liners. His ability to 
brighten up the room, no matter what the 
occasion, was extraordinary. 

Oatsie was a life member and 
former secretary at Macleod Junior 
Football Club where he spent countless 

hours helping out behind the scenes. But it’s fair to say, he put plenty back in.  
He enjoyed all the social occasions the junior club offered and he formed many long-

lasting relationships during the 1980s and 1990s. There was many a late night tale to be told 
when he got together with wife Peta, and their close friends Brendan and Marg Rigg. 
Oatsie’s son Tim played for the junior club and later with the under-19s at a crucial time in 
the senior club’s history. With the drive of many great junior club people like Bruce 
McDonald, Ray Lundberg and John ‘The Moth’ Newman, the genesis of what we now know 
as our under-19s was created. Oatsie played a huge role in getting that off the ground. 

Later he became part of the Thursday night cooking crew and he credits those 
magnificent parmas they turned out as one of the reasons the club has become the power it 
is today. The more parmas the players ate, the better they payed … no wonder all the 
players loved Oatsie! 

He also put his welding skills to good use and ran many a maintenance crew, 
whether it was erecting a new coach’s box or repairing something in the kitchen. On 
Saturdays he was always happy to stand behind the outside bar and offer lots of advice 
about Collingwood, Macleod and race horses! 

We miss him dearly and we were honoured to host his farewell service at De Winton 
Park on Friday, June 29, a week after he passed away following a short battle with cancer. 
On behalf of everyone at the club, we pass on our condolences to Peta, Tim and Rebecca, 
and all the Oates family. 
 
By MICHAEL LOVETT 
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Proprietor:  Nick Lovett 
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To a large degree, the Macleod Junior Football 

Club represents our future. Thanks to President Paul 
Starmans for the following update in the clubs 50th year. 

 
Q: How have the club playing numbers trended over the 
past few seasons. Particularly given the very successful 
Auskick program run by Tom Barca?  

When my two sons started Auskick at Macleod in 
2013, there were around 50 kids attending each Sunday.  Tom had decided to trial a Friday 
night session, and on the first one we went to, there were 3 kids - 2 of which were 
mine!  Undeterred, Tom and his assistant pushed on with Friday nights, and we now have 
160 boys and girls registered with Auskick, with many attending both the Friday and Sunday 
session!  As a result, Macleod JFC now has 3 under 8 teams, an under 9 team that is 
bursting at the seams, 2 under 10 boys teams, and our first ever girls team in the under 
10s.  This growth in the lower age groups is a direct result of the effort of Tom and other 
committed helpers, like Paul Skaife, have put into boosting the profile of the club through 
Auskick.   
 Q: The club but a lot of effort in to establishing a female side in 2018. Who is 
coaching this team and how are they tracking. Do you see more teams appearing in 
future seasons?  

The committee has made a conscious effort over the past 3 years to promote girls 
football, with the aim of entering a girls side in the YJFL competition.  While a number of 
initiative proved successful in drawing females to the club, we just couldn’t quite get the 
numbers we needed to field a side.  Late in 2017, committee member and former boys 
coach - Mark Medley - announced that if his daughter, Pippa, wanted to play, he would be 
the coach.  Luckily for us, Pippa was keen to play, and that sparked the interest from a 
number of her friends.  The numbers slowly built through the off season, with the girls taking 
the field in round 1 with 12 players!  This has grown further through the season, with the 
numbers now at 19.  While the YJFL doesn’t let us keep score at this age group (although 
everyone - including players - knows exactly what the score is during the game!!), it’s safe to 
say the team has had a hugely successful year.  The success is not only on the invisible 
scoreboard, but also in terms of player development, and the new dimension girls football 
brings to the club. In 2019, we hope to add at least one more girls team, further 
strengthening our girls program, and establishing Macleod JFC as a great destination for 
girls to play football. 
 Q: Have any Macleod players been listed at the Knights? 

Macleod JFC currently have 3 players listed with the Northern Knights TAC Cup 
team - Evan Tsitsis, James Lucente, and Kobe Brandt.  For a small club like ours, it’s great 
to see more boys achieving early success in their football careers.  We were also pleased to 
have Anthony Bolton and Will Halton both selected in the YJFL under 13 rep side this 
season, and Liam Williams play in the YJFL under 16 rep side.  We can’t wait to add another 
photo in the Macleod rooms of the next AFL player from Macleod JFC.  At this rate, I’m sure 
that won’t be too far away!  It just goes to show that a smaller club like ours who prides itself 
on being family oriented, and focused on enjoyment and player development at all levels, 
can still produce great talent. 
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 Q: What were some of the highlights of the 50th season anniversary function held on 
the night of Saturday 16th June? 

We held our 50th Anniversary Gala Ball in June.  This was attended by our 240 
people, including club found Don Crowe, first committee members Bob Stevenson and Eric 
Newbold, former Collingwood player (and vice-captain of the first MJFC premiership side) 
Greg Whitcroft, and Macleod legend Cr Tom Melican.  With Russell “Rusty” Brown as MC, 
this was a really entertaining night, bring together people from the last 50 years of the 
club.  The highlight was the announcement of our inaugural Hall of Fame members, with 
Don Crowe, Jamie Boland, and Tom Barca each being inducted as a result of their 
enormous contribution to the club.  Congratulation again to those 3 men.  Certainly a very 
deserved award!  We also recognised a number of past players from the past 20 years with 
two separate “Team of the Decade” awards.  These players had also given a great 
contribution to MJFC through their junior careers.  Thanks to Rino Corelli for kick-starting this 
initiative, which will now see others take on the challenge over cover the first 3 decades of 
the club.  Stay tuned for more news on that! 
 Q: If any readers are considering coaching in 2019 who should they contact with 
enquiries? 

We’re always on the lookout for new coaches, and would welcome anyone interested 
in junior coaching to contact us ahead of the 2019 season.  Each coach completes a funded 
coaching course, and is given great support by our football department and other 
experienced players from around the club.  Thanks to a strong relationship with the 
committee and coaching staff of the Macleod senior club, we are thrilled to also leverage the 
experience of Gary Ramsay to help mentor our coaching group, and provide opportunities 
for junior coaches and players to go behind the scenes of the senior team - even on match 
day!  Don’t hesitate to call me on 0416 113 807, or email me 
at president@macleodjfc.com.au if you’d like any further info on coaching at the junior club, 
or taking on any other - either football related or other support roles.  Everyone is most 
welcome! 

 
Paul with inaugural president Don Crowe 

 

 
 

mailto:president@macleodjfc.com.au


 

On May 3 the State Member for Ivanhoe, Anthony Carbines, made an important 
announcement May 3rd (7.30pm) regarding State Government funding for Get 
Wines Direct Oval (De Winton Park). 

We learnt on May 3 that due to a combination of funds from the state  
government and the Banyule Council that one million dollars had been allocated for 
projects such as improved changing rooms, toilets and ground drainage. Our car 
park will also need sealing after the way it was damaged following the railway line 
upgrade works, 

 We are incredibly lucky to have the support of both Anthony Carbines (a life-
long local) and the living legend councillor Tom Melican. Our facilities will eventually 
be acceptable to host female football as the interest is growing in the area and the 
community in general. 

Gone are the days when De Winton Park was regarded as just about the 
worst football and cricket facility in the Diamond Valley area! 

 

 

Banyule Council Mayor Mark Di Pasquale, Councillor Tom Melican, Rosanna 
CC President Mick Langford, Macleod FC President Steve Doherty and 

Anthony Carbines MP at the funding announcement, 

  

 



 

Our major sponsor Damien from Get Wines Direct has offered his time to share 
his knowledge of his delicious product. Join us, and Damien, at our upcoming 
Ladies Day 11/8/2018. Discount wines are on offer and the $$ come back to the 

club. Tell all the ladies in your life - this is going to be a great day. 

 

Reid Brandt takes a screamer v Greensborough 

https://www.facebook.com/getwinesdirect/
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