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Overview 
In 2020 the Darwin International Film Festival and Screen Territory’s joint film fund, the 
Spark Film Initiative, will offer an increased total funding of $125,000 across 5 original 
and locally-made short documentaries. The productions will premiere at DIFF 
2020:Take Two in May 2021, and planned for  broadcast by the ABC. 
 

Application materials 
 
Applications are to be made to the Darwin International Film Festival through 
www.diff.net.au/industry 
Submissions will be assessed competitively by a panel on its merits against the 
following criteria: 

• Originality of the idea and its relationship to the theme of ‘Intergenerational 

relationships’ 

• The strength of the creative team and its perceived ability to deliver the project 

• The strength of the creative vision 

• The feasibility to execute the proposed project on the submitted budget and 

within the time deliverable time frame 

• The engagement and use of NT music for the film preferably specifically 

composed and produced for the project. 

Company and creative team 
• Company contact details & ABN (if applicable) 

• Team contact details 

• Attachments 

• Current one-page CVs for all confirmed team members (director and 

producer at a minimum) 

• A current production company CV (if applicable) 

• A ‘business impact statement’ setting out how this project will: 

a) Impact the emerging status of the creative team’s careers in the Northern 

Territory screen industry. 

b) contribute to and/or help build the Northern Territory industry more 

broadly. 

Project information 
• Title of the project 

• A log line 

• One-paragraph (3–4 line) synopsis 

http://www.diff.net.au/industry
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• Attachments: 

• A project treatment which demonstrates that the project is production-

ready 

• A statement from the director detailing their creative vision for the project 

including connection to the theme “Intergenerational relationships”, and the 

role of the original score by an NT musician in assisting the storytelling of 

the film 

• Statement from the producer(s) detailing their vision for the project, 

including its connection with its intended audience, commercial potential 

and financing strategy 

• Industry-standard budget (see Screen Australia’s A-Z budget templates) 

• Production schedule including key milestones 

• Statement of copyright, and supporting chain of title documents (see box 

below). 

• Signed release forms for key participants. 

• Agreement or evidence of attachment with a NT musician for the use of 

original music score for the project. 

Other materials (optional) 
You may wish to include other materials that evoke the tone, mood and style of the 
project, such as: 

• photographs, artworks, a mood reel, a look book, storyboards, a sample filmed 

scene, or music 

• Any technical considerations 

• A pitch to camera, maximum three minutes, via a private link 

• Where there is Indigenous community participation or content involved in the 

project, you must provide: 

o a statement setting out how you are approaching the Indigenous content 

or participation with regard to appropriate protocols, even if the content 

is not specific to a particular community or individual.  

o You must demonstrate that you have a consultation plan covering the full 

production process and are following it. The statement should be based 

on the checklists available in Screen Territory Funding Guidelines 

Resilience Fund Screen Australia’s guide Pathways & Protocols: a 

filmmaker’s guide to working with Indigenous people, culture and 

concepts 

o Evidence of consultation to date; and 

o if the project will involve particular Indigenous individuals or 

communities, signed letters of consent confirming their willingness to 

participate. 
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