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Suessical Audition Information 

About The Parks Youth Theatre Program: 

The Parks aims to provide an affordable, safe and enjoyable environment for youth to 

participate and develop skills in theatre.  The Parks Theatres are managed by the YMCA, a not-

for- profit organization committed to providing opportunities for self-development, recreation 

and community engagement.  

Who is it suitable for? 

The main cast for this production will be aged approx. 8-23 - this is approximate and anyone 

around this age may be considered. 

There will be no junior cast for this production as many of the characters can be of any age or 

height. 

Will children be supervised? 

The centre is staffed at all times by people who are accustomed to supervising minors.  All 

production team members and YMCA staff have national police checks and first aid certificates. 

Parents may request that their children be supervised at all times or that they be allowed to 

play freely at lunch with others. All participants are given an area between the theatres, 

playground and sport centre that they must not leave during rehearsal time. 

Auditions: 

Will be held on Saturday 27 January at The Parks Theatre, 46 Cowan St Angle Park.  Both 

ensemble and principal auditions are by appointment only by emailing 

ceri.hutton@ymca.org.au or calling 8406 2951.  

How much does it cost for the successful cast? 

$195 per participant is the fee for all cast members.  There is also a mandatory payment of 

$15.00 for professional production and front of house photos (taken by Mason Digital) which 

you will be able to download and keep a copy of for your own memories.  You should also 

budget to purchase your own costumes and we will keep this as affordable as possible, usually 

less than $50. 

What if I want to crew? 

There are opportunities for a limited number of crew, including Stage Manager, Assistant Stage 

Manager, Properties Manager, Lighting Operator, Microphone Technician and Production 

Manager.  These roles can be taken by anyone from 12-25 years.  There are also some more 

senior roles of Assistant Choreographer and Assistant Vocal Director for participants aged 18-

25. If you are interested in one of these positions then please email ceri.hutton@ymca.org.au. 

mailto:ceri.hutton@ymca.org.au


What dates do I need to be available? 

Everyone auditioning needs to complete the information on the audition form about their 

availability.  This information is then used to create a rehearsal schedule based on your 

availability, so we expect you to attend each rehearsal that you indicate you are available for 

and may leave you out of numbers or replace you entirely if you fail to attend. Participants will 

need to be available for all performances and all of the rehearsals in the last two weeks. 

Where will it be held? 

The rehearsals and the performances will be held at The Parks Theatre, 46 Cowan St Angle Park 

and will take place in Theatre Two.  The Parks Sport and Recreation Centre has a café for 

participants to purchase lunch, drinks or snacks from.  There is also a fridge where participants 

can keep their lunch. 

Who are the team behind Seussical? 

Hayley Horton 

Hayley has been involved with Adelaide's amateur theatre community for 25+ years, first treading the 

boards at the Stirling Community Theatre with the Hills Youth Theatre (HYT) in the early 90s. In 2018 

Hayley will be rejoining the HYT as a junior and junior youth tutor during school term while completing 

her final year of a Bachelor of Education (Middle/Secondary) and Bachelor of Science at Flinders 

University. 

Directing credits include The Sound of Music (NLTC), One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Stirling Players), 

Musical of Musicals, the Musical! (Toot Toot Productions), Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 

Street (HMC), Little Women the Musical (Therry Dramatic Society), God of Carnage (Stirling Players – 

Winner of ATG “Curtain Call” for Best Comedy & Best Ensemble), The Darling Buds of May (Therry 

Dramatic Society), [title of show] (Irregular Productions), You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown (HMC), Light 

in the Piazza (Davine Interventions), Spring Awakening (Hills Musical Company), and Some Girl(s) (Uni of 

Adelaide Theatre Guild) and The Gondoliers (G&S Society) as assistant director.  Before Seussical in 2018, 

Hayley is also directing Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead (Stirling Players), and A Paper Tale – The 

Adelaide Office (Reasonably Theatrical) as part of the Fringe. 

As a performer, highlights have included Julie in Così (Mayfair Theatre), Sarah Brown in Guys and Dolls, 

Lady Larken in Once Upon a Mattress and Oolie/Donna in City of Angels all for Northern Light Theatre 

Company (NLTC), plus many others with the Hills Musical Company, Tea Tree Players, G&S Society and 

NLTC. 

Talia Gaertner-Jones 

Assistant Director 

Talia has been involved in many aspects of Adelaide theatre for over 10 years, first stepping on 

stage in 2003 for Marie Clark Musical Theatre’s ‘The King and I’. Since then she has performed 

on stage with Northern Light Theatre Company (NLTC) and Marie Clark Musical Theatre 



(MCMT) and has taken on backstage roles for NLTC, MCMT, The Metropolitan Musical Theatre 

Co. of S.A. and Galleon Theatre Group. And in 2015 she joined the team at the Adelaide Theatre 

Guide to become their Youth Theatre Reviewer. 

Along with theatre and performing Talia also has a strong passion for Music. She has studied 

the piano since the age of 6, completing examinations through the Australian Music 

Examinations Board and during her schooling added the clarinet, bass guitar and vocals to her 

instrumental repertoire. Talia has also completed examinations in Musical Theatre with Trinity 

College London (International Examination Board for Performing Arts). 

Talia holds a Bachelor Degree in Primary/Middle Education with a Minor in Music and is 

currently working as a Music/Performing Arts Coordinator at St Michael’s College (Primary 

Campus).  It has been during her time at St Michael’s where Talia found a sense of creativity 

and wrote and directed her first original Musical in 2015 – for all boys no less! Since then she 

has written, directed and produced 2 more original Musicals for her school.  

Talia loves the community aspect of theatre along with the confidence and many skills that it 

allows performers, especially youth performers, to develop and enhance. She is extremely 

excited to be working as Hayley’s Assistant Director and joining The Parks for her first ‘real’ 

delve into the Adelaide Youth Theatre World!  

Mackenzie Price  

Choreographer  

Mackenzie has been dancing since the age of 3 when her sister’s enrolled her for tap and ballet classes. 
She studied for 15 years at Total Image Dance Company, expanding her styles to include jazz, hip hop, 
contemporary, lyrical and musical theatre. Over these 15 years, Mackenzie competed competitions both 
interstate and locally as well as completing dance examinations through CSTD and ATOD. In 2012 
Mackenzie attended Jason Coleman’s Ministry of Dance, studying with Adrian Ricks, Yvette Lee and Troy 
Phillips. During her time at Ministry of Dance, Mackenzie performed in music videos for ‘The Collective’ 
and appeared in American companies flash mobs throughout Melbourne. 

In 2013 Mackenzie returned to Adelaide and began her study towards becoming a dance Teacher, in 
2015 she was awarded her teaching certificate in modern jazz. During 2014, Mackenzie toured with the 
Australian Youth Performing Arts team and toured Hong Kong, Paris and London.  

As well as appearing in local productions, Mackenzie teaches a variety of dance styles at Total Image 
Dance Company including CSTD and ATOD exam classes and competition teams. 

Mackenzie has also is an accredited ASSCF cheer coach and has volunteered her time coaching ABL 
dance teams. While aiming to perform and teach as much as possible, Mackenzie is also studying her 
bachelor’s degree in Education, mastering in History and Physical Education.  

 

 

 



Ceri Hutton 

Producer  

Ceri has been involved in the Adelaide theatre scene for over 25 years as a performer, director, stage 

manager, venue manager and producer of both professional and amateur theatre.  

Productions directed by Ceri have been nominated for and won a swathe of awards including Adelaide 

Critics Circle Awards, Adelaide Theatre Guide Curtain Call, Messenger Press Light Year Awards, Theatre 

Association of SA Awards and more. 

Working with choreographer Kerreane Sarti, for many years Ceri has directed theatre for Northern Light 

Theatre Company and the Hills Musical Company, shows including Little Shop of Horrors, Copacabana, 

The G & S Trilogy, The Witches of Eastwick, Sweet Charity and more. 

For the past couple of years Ceri has been working for the Adelaide and Edinburgh Fringe. In 2015 Ceri 

directed ‘Darkle’ for her newly founded company Lazy Saturday Productions which won the Adelaide 

Theatre Guide Curtain Call Award for Best Professional Comedy as well as receiving some five star 

reviews. 

As the current Theatre Director at the Parks Theatres Ceri is eager to build on our Youth Theatre 

Program to engage the youth in the area to develop new skills and to encourage youth participation at 

the venue. 

 

ABOUT SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL 

Dr Seuss is a well-loved author of a huge range of childrens’ stories that are quirky, colourful 

and often have a meaningful message. The musical brings a whole host of the famous and less 

famous, crazy critters and creatures of Dr Seuss to life in this fun, joyful and busy musical. 

The Cat in the Hat tells the story of Horton, an elephant who discovers a speck of dust that 
contains the Whos, including Jojo, a Who child sent off to military school for thinking too many 
"thinks." Horton faces a double challenge: not only must he protect the Whos from a world of 
naysayers and dangers, but he must guard an abandoned egg, left in his care by the 
irresponsible Mayzie La Bird. Although Horton faces ridicule, danger, kidnapping and a trial, the 
intrepid Gertrude McFuzz never loses faith in him. Ultimately, the powers of friendship, loyalty, 
family and community are challenged and emerge triumphant. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ROLES AND VOCAL RANGES 

Please limit your audition to two roles: 

 

Character Description  Vocal Range and 
Audition Piece 

Cat In The Hat* Playfully provokes change in the lives of those around him by 
creating obstacles and rites of passage. As in Dr Seuss’s books, the 
Cat’s intentions, although mischievous, are benevolent. The Cat’s 
main objective is to have fun stirring things up, using some risky 
tactics, but always to a good end.  

Tenor-Baritone 

JoJo* Wants to be valued and loved for himself. He lives in a society that 
doesn’t seem to notice or care about any of the things he holds 
dear to his heart. He feels unseen and unappreciated by his family 
and community and begins to doubt his own worth. He longs for a 
friend with whom to share his thoughts, a soul mate who can 
understand his experience. (younger stage age preferred) 

Soprano - Alto 

Horton the 
Elephant 

A gentle giant, rotund and appealing. Think of him as a big-
hearted blue collar guy who is steadfast, responsible, and 
always trying to do the right thing. 

Tenor-Baritone 

Gertrude McFuzz Very self-conscious and aware that her one-feather tail isn’t 
perfect… a bit of a lovable dork 

Alto 

Mayzie La Bird Self-centered, selfish, and vain, manipulates anyone she can 
into doing what she wants.  
 

Soprano 

Sour Kangaroo A powerful woman of the Jungle of Nool. She speaks her mind, and 
is quickly listened to. Despite the tough exterior, Sour Kangaroo 
does have a soft side, and she is willing to change her opinion 
when proven wrong. 

Alto Belt 

Mayor The Mayor of Who and father of JoJo. He is trying to raise his son 
in a difficult time for Whoville. He also loves to brag about being 
Mayor. He feels he must embody the high standards he hopes his 
citizens will live 

Tenor- Baritone 

Mayor’s Wife Mother of JoJo. Slightly neurotic and constantly worrying about 
JoJo and his thinks. 

Soprano 

Wickersham 
Brothers* 

These 3 adolescent brothers love to get up to mischief. They often 
act before they think, and they love causing havoc in the Jungle of 
Nool. 

Mix 

Bird Girls The popular-pretty girls and Mayzie’s back-up singers. Strong 
dance role 

Mezzo / Soprano 

Genearal Kham 
Schmitz 

A proud, but misguided military general. His main objective: to 
prepare the cadets of Whoville to fight in the Butter Battle. 

Baritone 

Yertle the 
Turtle* 

Grumpy, Yertle features primarily as the judge in the trial of 
Horton. 

Baritone-Bass 



Grinch This is the Grinch post-realising that Christmas is awesome. He’s a 
valued member of the community and every year he recites his 
Christmas tale. 

Baritone-Bass 

Vlad Vladikoff* Does the Wickershams’ dirty work.  He is scary and formidable. Any 

Minor roles, 
Jungle Animals 
and Citizens of 
Whoville 

The ensemble will play a variety of roles in the production. These 
will include The Jungle Citizens, Whos, Cadets, Circus Animals, 
Hunches, Reporters etc. Please Note: the ensemble are an 
essential aspect of many of the musical numbers, and as such we 
are looking for performers who are strong singers and dancers, 
willing to have fun in a variety of roles 

Various 

 

* these roles are traditionally played by male performers, but for our production we are happy 

to consider female auditionees. 

 

 

 

  

 


